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What's on in Boronia and The Basin this month?

Maker’s Day Cultural Awareness Cancer Council Urban College Open Day

Training

Saturday, May 2, Biggest Morning Tea May 12, 5-6.30 pm

10:30 am — 12:30 pm, Ferntree 2-4 Langwith Avenue, Boronia.
Gully Community Arts Centre Monday, May 18,

6:30 pm — 9:39 pm,

Volunteering Expo 2026 State Basketball Centre (Function
Room)

Friday May 22, 11.30 am - 1.30 pm
Uniting Church Boronia. 1812 Theatre
The Ladykillers

Friday, May 15, 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm, Thursday May 21, 10 -12 am. May 21 to June 13.

Knox City Council Civic Centre
Ferntreegully Library. The Lowe Auditorium

Free printed circulation to 13,100 households and businesses in Boronia and The Basin. Read online and on Facebook.
Published by Boronia and The Basin Community News Inc., ISSN 1321-3164
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Editorial: Danny Nolan

Cranes, Trains & Memories. www.bbcn.org.au contact@bbcn.org.au MEMBER 2026
b bered as th . NEXT EDITION (June) DATE DEADLINES

2026 will be remembered as the year that cranes . .

dominated the Boronia skyline. The cranes, Casual Advertisement: FRIDAY 15th May

these imposing monoliths, bookend the suburb CONTENT COPY : S5pm SUNDAY 17th May

from its northern and southern boundaries, and . . . .

another rising from its commercial centre and Is.sue Distribution: From ThurSday 28th May

new train station. A sign of much development Submit content copy through: contact@bbcn.org.au

and change. A shock to those who reminisce

about an earlier time of gutterless roads and a

suburb split by one of Australia’s most notorious ADVER TISING IN THIS NEWSPAPER IS SIMPLE.

rail crossings. Of strip shopping on Dorset Road Visit our website bbcn.org.au and open the "Place an Ad" link.

and fire hoses drying out next to the railway You will find size and cost details, and Ad submission forms.

line. Change is inevitable, so is progress. We
either embrace it or fall behind. But we do not
have to erase our memories. That’s why it’s

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

important to preserve a portion of our past. TELL THEM that You sAw THEIR AD HERE.

While we still have the Progress Hall, we now THIS IS HOW WE PAY OUR PRINTING COSTS AND DELIVER TO YOU FOR FREE.
have buildings like the Boronia Road Post

Office, the Telephone Exchange and the Mall We value the support we receive from:

that have in the past been seen as modern
developments, now pass the fifty-plus year mark

and have become historical markers themselves 6 Bendigo Bank

in some people's memories. Time creeps up, and

Your free banking
& finance review
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the new generation thinks, “What’s the big deal Boronia & N §°§ 1%

‘)”
about that place anyway* Ferntree Gully : : The Basin
If the change gets too much and the buildings Branches Knox City Council ¢ munity House

get too high, remember - all you have to do is
turn to the east and watch the sun rise over the
mountain to realise that some things will always
remain the same.

We welcome all contributions from our community but can not guarantee publication. Articles published
elsewhere should be acknowledged. We reserve the right to edit material. Email is preferred but not
essential. Articles or letters that have no contact details, are abusive in nature, or contain racial or other
vilification will not be published. Submissions preferably should be 400 to 600 words, Georgia
font, single spacing preferred. All photos should be submitted as separate jpg, png, heic or

BBCN Office Bearers pdf files and not be subject to copyright restrictions.
This community newspaper is run totally by volunteers. We aim to provide the people of Boronia and The
President: Patrick Kelly Basin with an effective medium of communication, information and expression and to promote
. .' community identity, cooperation and pride. We welcome your response to published articles, and request
Vice President: John Edgley that such responses be courteous and objective.
Treasurer: Ella Szlegier If you would like to help, please get in touch, we use many skills.

Secretary: Arthur Shelle
ry Y Advertisements and articles are not endorsed by and do not necessarily reflect the views of the

committee of Boronia & The Basin Community News Inc. and the Association has no knowledge of and
Publication support roles makes no representation as to the accuracy or truthfulness of any advertisement or article published

.. . ) and expressly disclaims any liability as far as it is able.
Editing Coordinator: Kimberley Hanson N ) o i
The political policy of the BBCN is strictly non-partisan.
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Des Palmer

Ruff

(Calidris pugnax)

The Western shoreline of
Port Phillip Bay s
surprisingly remote,
especially considering it lies
between Melbourne, with a
population of approximately
5.5 million people and
Geelong, with about half a
million people. From Point
Cook all the way around to
Geelong, there are still many
inaccessible places, except by
boat.

The drive between
Melbourne and Geelong is
rather boring. After leaving
the industrial areas, the open paddocks appear
lifeless, not many trees, flat and barren to the
eye. Overhead, the passengers in the front may
notice Black or Whistling Kites lazily soaring
over the freeway, the odd Pelican or large flock
of Ibis (don’t go there, we talked about that last
month!) flying overhead, who cares, just get me
to my destination pronto. Nothing to see here,
move on.

Closer observation reveals the opposite. Raptors
(birds of prey) abound, Seabirds along the shore
and out to sea are numerous, woodland species
like Honeyeaters, various types of Lorikeet and
Zebra finches are found, the wetlands are
abounding with Ducks, Swans and birds too
many more to mention, resident shorebirds like
Stilts, Avocets, Herons, Egrets are also plentiful
and between September-October through to
April-May, migratory shorebirds are present in
huge numbers.

We have discussed migratory shorebirds in this
column before, but just to refresh your memory,
and I shall make this brief. They are all so
similar it does your head in to id them!

Let’s just take Le Wife as an example. Not a
birdwatcher per se but loves seeing different
birds. She hates migratory shorebirds, dull and
boring and all look the same. Well, you see, this
is where a little insanity often helps, I can’t get
enough of them!

Throw a rare one into the mix, especially a
species I haven’t yet nailed and yep, you've got
me. At the moment a bird called the Ruff is
present at the Western Treatment Plant and
hasn’t it brought out the twitchers from near
and far!

2015 was the last time a Ruff was recorded at the
WTP. I'm going to be completely honest with
you, how anyone could spot the difference

Image credit: Rosemary

Bird on rock is a Pectoral Sandpiper, an
uncommon species, and the bird on right
is the Ruff (Reeve)

between it and several other species is
incredible, but there are some people who are
absolutely 100% focussed on migratory
shorebirds alone. These are the crazy birdos
who keep finding these rare waders. I take off
my hat to them.

The bird present at the moment is actually a
Reeve, the male is called a Ruff and the female a
Reeve. The Reeve is a much smaller bird than
the male Ruff. These migratory shorebirds breed
from Finland through to NE Siberia and the
male Ruff has extraordinary breeding plumage,
‘spectacular, variegated black, chestnut, grey,
black or white ruffs and ear tufts’, something we
never see in Australia. (Pizzey and Knight)

I will only make one more comment: these
damn twitchers and their lists, they drive you
crazy. Life lists and so on, I mean, I ain’t no
twitcher, I ain’t got no life list which is more
important than anything else in this world, not
I! Not much!

We have been getting some crazy sightings on
our tours, rare birds, spectacular birds, the list
goes on and on into eternity. My head feels like
it’s spinning, spinning, and more spinning with,
as Jack Black says in ‘The Big Year,” ‘them damn
birds!’

“HELP!” I mean it, somebody help me!
Until next month...

Email: birdtoursbydes@gmail.com

Website: AustralianBirdTours.com.au
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CAN YOU HELP PLEASE?

Thank you to Summer and Sarah who have
volunteered to deliver the BBCN in the
Rathmullen Rd area and to Shelly for putting
her hand up for the Browning Rd thru Boronia
Rd area. We hope you enjoy this monthly
activity.

WE STILL NEED HELP THOUGH! As we are
all volunteers we are ALLOWED to sometimes
go on holiday, we occasionally fall ill or for some
other reason cannot deliver the papers in a
particular month - it would be great to have a
few ‘emergency walkers’ we could call on
occasionally.

The commitment isn’t huge - round about an
hour’s walk once a month. Your papers will be
delivered to your home on the last Thursday of
each month.

If you are interested in joining our volunteer
crew please contact us here at BBCN via
contact@bbcn.org.au.

BORONIA ROAD UNITING CHURCH

APRONS ~ BABY CLOTHES ~ BATH & BUBBLE STUFF ~ BAGS &
BUTTONS ~ BISCUITS ~ CANDLES ~ CARDS ~ HERBS ~ JAMS ~
JEWELLERY ~ KNITTED & CROCHETED GOODS ~ MOSAICS ~
PAINTINGS ~ PENS ~ PLANTS ~ SCARVES ~ SUCCULENTS ~
SWEETS ~ TOYS ~ WOODEN ITEMS ~ AND MORE!

Saturday 2" May

|0AM-2PM

Entry by Donation

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE
- Market, cnr Boroni

{Indoor / Und

a STALL or for mare info
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ederal Member forAston

My Aston Electorate Office can
assist you with information about
Federal Government services,
including:

Services Australia

National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)

Medicare

Australian Taxation Office (ATQ)

Immigration, citizenshipand customs

Passports

Pensions, and My Aged Care

Child support

Veterans' Affairs

dary Doylel¥ >
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Getintouch
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e mary.doyle.mp@aph.gov.au
@) Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Hwy,
Wantirna South, VIC 3152
O (03) 9887 3890

® www.marydoyle.com.au

® O © @marydoylemp

Authorised by M.Doyle, ALP, Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South VIC 3152

= 2" :} Knox Uniting Church
BORONIA ROAD

OUR NEXT MAKERS AND GROWERS
MARKET is THIS WEEKEND - Saturday, 2nd
May from 10 am — 2 pm. All stalls will be
indoors or under cover. Come along and
browse/buy or just enjoy a Devonshire Tea in
our Pop-up CAFE! Proceeds will go towards
buying food for our Emergency Food Pantry.
Contact 0421 769 067 or
irenesmith2@bigpond.com

JOIN US ON A SUNDAY MORNING AT 10 AM

FOR A USER-FRIENDLY WORSHIP
SERVICE... YOU WILL BE MADE VERY
WELCOME.

The message may be challenging, affirming or
JUST what you need to hear at that time. There
are kids' activities, lots of singing, all followed by
morning tea and fellowship. Check out our
website for ALL church activities https://
boroniaroad.ucavictas.org.au.

MUSIC GROUP FOR PRE-SCHOOLERS AND
THEIR CARERS... is held each Friday from 9.30
am during school terms. The 45 minute session
is led by a trained Music Therapist, followed by
a BYO morning tea, when the carers have the
opportunity to get to know each other. Leaders
of this program are always on hand to offer

support and encouragement. Please call Sue on
0402 079 432 for more information.

WE PROVIDE EMERGENCY FOOD RELIEF
each Tuesday and Friday morning from 10 am
till 12 noon, when non-perishable foods are
given to those who need help at this time. No
questions asked.

EVERYONE can be assured of non-judgmental
and friendly support. We are a member of the
Knox Emergency Relief Network.

OUR CRAFT GROUP MEETS EACH FRIDAY...
from 11.30 am at the church.

Bring your lunch and your own craft project -
although working on ANY craft is optional! You
are welcome to drop in for a cuppa and a chat.
The kettle is always on.

MAY - IS BIGGEST MORNING TEA MONTH
for CANCER RESEARCH

Come and join us for a light lunch on FRIDAY,
22nd MAY from 11.30 am onwards and make a
donation to this very worthwhile cause.

JOIN US FOR AN AFTERNOON OF FINE
MUSIC WITH NEW HORIZON’S CONCERT
BAND Saturday, 23rd May at 2 pm. Tickets at
the door - $20 each, which includes a delicious
afternoon tea.

The New Horizon’s Band is a U3A Knox
Ensemble. Call o421 769 067 for more

information.

For more information about us check out our
Facebook page and website, or phone the church
office on 0481 397 007

www.facebook.com/BoroniaRdUnitingChurch
Website : https://boroniaroad.ucavictas.org.au

PLEASE NOTE...

All our appointed leaders, employees and
volunteers have completed the required Safe
Church Training and have current Working
With Children Checks.

A SATURDAY AFTERNOON PERFORMAMNCE STARRING THE

NEW
HORIZONS |

CONCERT BAND

Saturday 23™ May 2026

7 Zpm

BOROMIA ROAD UNITIN
4 £4cnr Boronia Rd and Zeisi
' “Imelway ref: 64 H9) Carpark

For information call 0421 769 067,

Tickets: $20 per person (sold at the door)
includes a delicious afternoon tea

Thre New Horizomns Baed is a USA Keox Ewsenebie

Proceeds wil be split between New Horizons Concert Band and
Boronia Road Uniting Church
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COVER STORY: Urban College Mural Project

Daniel Barber

Over the last month, students at Boronia’s Urban College have been working
hard to create a large mural backing onto Tormore Reserve. The effort has
seen students planning, collaborating and applying themselves in big swings
to make a piece of art that represents who they are.

Urban College is a Special Assistance School located just a few minutes walk
from the centre of Boronia. It has classes for year 10s, 11s and 12s, and sees
them through VCE and VET programs. It is one of two current campuses
and is designed especially to support students who may struggle in
mainstream settings. Certainly, you can feel this in how cosy the school is
inside. There is a large, comfortable common area and classrooms are
deliberately kept small and focused so as not to be overwhelming.

Peri Dix, acting head of campus, expands on this philosophy, “We build
things a bit differently,” she says. “We try and get the kids to do more
hands-on learning, rather than ‘here’s a bit of paper, do some work.” [The
mural] was part of that, encouraging the kids to be involved in thinking and
planning a big project.” The decisions of the school are made in the interest
of the individual students, in the hopes of creating something that is
responsive, tactile, and welcoming. “Sometimes we have students who don’t
have that inner home environment, for a variety of reasons, and the school
becomes their community.”

The artwork exists as part of a collaboration between Urban College and
mural artist Damian Cazaly, who contributed to the project. “We were lucky
we stumbled upon Damian Cazaly,” says Peri. “He clicked in very quickly as
to what we were after.” The school needed a particular artist who was able to

bearded dragon, could appear on the wall, alongside drawings from the
students themselves. “The kids would come out and comment [on the
artwork], and he would get them involved and chatting and changing
ideas,” says Peri. “He was able to talk them through what he could
change and how they could shift it. He gave them free reign.” As the
project went on, it ended up getting significantly expanded due to the

contribute their own
skills, but to take on
board the opinions
of the students and
find a way to make
that work within the
artwork. Getting this
aspect of the project
right would be what
made up the mural’s
identity. It meant
that things like
Barry, the school’s

wall.

important to us.”

eagerness of students, to the point where it now nearly covers the entire

“We were very lucky that the board supported us doing this,” says Peri.
She also spoke eagerly about upcoming plans for the school, both in
terms of its student projects and additional campuses. But for now, they
are just keen to see the response the community has to their new mural.
“We’d love to hear from local people what they think about it, it’s pretty

If you are interested in visiting Urban College, whether it is to provide
services, look for employment, or just to enjoy some food and a chat, they
are hosting an open night on Tuesday, the 12th of May. Everyone is
welcome to come down and explore the campus.

Boronia Heights

w Pharmacy

Open 7 Days a Week
Mon-Fri 8.30 am-8 pm
Sat 9 am-3 pm, Sun 10 am-3 pm

- Vaccinations

- Medical Certificates

- Weekly medication packing service

- Medication reviews

- Blood pressure checks

- Ear piercing

- Delivery service in the local area
Ph: 03 9762 7588

Email: boroniaheights.scripts@gmail.com
3-4/1096 Mountain Highway, Boronia (Alchester Village)

It’s time to get your Flu Vaccination.

With the flu season underway and peaking
between June to September, now is the
perfect time to ensure that you and your
family are protected from the flu this season.
Flu vaccines are most effective for the first 3-
4 months after vaccination, so it is important
to make sure you are protected as soon as
possible.

» Accredited Pharmacist Vaccinators can
administer vaccines and answer any
questions or concerns you might have.

« The Flu vaccine is free for anyone aged 65
or over.

« It is also free for pregnant women and
people with certain medical conditions,
including cardiac disease, chronic respiratory
conditions and  immunocompromising
conditions.

« A charge applies to all other people.

« Pharmacist Vaccinators can vaccinate anyone
aged 5 years and over.

« This year, for children who don’t like needles,
there is a non-injectable vaccine available in the
form of a nasal spray that can be administered to
anyone aged between 5 and 17 years old (note a
higher charge applies and it may need to be
ordered in).

« If you wish to get your Covid vaccine at the same
time as a flu vaccine, you can. Covid vaccine is free
for everyone.

So don’t delay in getting protected this winter. It is
easy and simple to get vaccinated at your local
pharmacy. At Boronia Heights Pharmacy, no
booking is required between 12.30 pm and 2.30 pm
Monday to Friday. You can just walk in when it
suits you, and the whole process will take 15-20
minutes.
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The Basin Music Festival. An evening on the Green.

Danny Nolan

I hadn’t been to The Basin Music Festival S
(BMF) for quite some time. One of the i
reasons has been that the weather gods
haven’t been very favourable these last few
years. No such problems this year, as the
whole weekend was Autumn perfect.
Sunny days and not too cool evenings.

The festival organizers have to be [
congratulated as the area had plenty of &
shade and chairs for those who didn’t feel ",'
like throwing a blanket or bringing their TS

own comfy chairs (which many did). I was there because a band I had
been following for many years now, a local pop punk band called Once
Were Lost (OWL), was playing on one of the Triangle Park stages on
Saturday night. These local lads: Trent, Hayden, Patrick, Liam, and
Brady have been a band for over a decade, with Guitarists Trent &
Hayden big supporters of the local scene, not only by supporting bands
by promoting gigs, but by their stints on local radio 3MDR’s alternative
rock show Not Quite Midnight. They play and highlight emerging bands
from the local scene.

- — b — i — 0 —

The boys had played the BMF before and were excited to give it another
go, but when their drummer couldn’t make the date, due to a sporting
commitment, they decided to do what comes very unnaturally for a punk
band. Go acoustic. Unfortunately, Brady’s (the drummer) team didn’t
make the finals, so he was relegated to dragging the equipment around.
Since the band was performing on the smaller second stage, they were
right next to the BMF admin desk, where I started talking to festival

master of ceremonies Jo Bryan. When
& I asked how things were going, she

said that the event had been a blast and
predicted the festival to be the best in
years. We had to cut it short because it
|| was then that she announced the
winner of the BMF Songwriting
= competition: Brodie O’Hallaran.

Alot was happening all at once.

I turned to take some pictures for the Facebook page, and as I turned to face
the staging area, OWL was being introduced on stage. The festival was a
well-oiled machine. The boys played well, and judging by the number of
small children jumping up and down and dancing in front of the stage, it
looked like a future generation of rock fans was being enlisted. Singer
Patrick also made a few fans with his not-really-that-punk vocals, which
were quite melodic, as the ladies next to me kept saying. OWL won a few
more fans with their cover of Chris Isaak’s Wicked Game. I had to laugh
when, in the middle, the band managed to slip in a few lines of Gone Away
from punk icons, The Offspring. I'm not sure if I was the only one who
noticed it, but I was definitely not the only one who liked it.

As the sun went down and the lights above the stage took effect, the crowd
was treated to some great bands, and it was wonderful to see a local event,
now in its 21st year, still improving and drawing crowds like it’s fresh and
new.

Raptors Rugby

With the 2026 Rugby League Season kicking
off on May 2, there’s a strong sense of
excitement building around Colchester
Reserve. Teams across all age groups—from
our Under 6 Mini Raptors through to our _
Senior squads—are preparing to take the L SUaEE

field.

Our mixed teams from Under 6 to Under 11 are ready to go, bringing
energy, enthusiasm and plenty of smiles — everything that makes junior
rugby league so special. With a great mix of new and returning players,
we're excited to see these young athletes get their seasons underway. Our
club also features dedicated age-group teams, Under 12 Girls, Under 13
Boys and Under 15 Boys, all eager to make their mark in 2026. It will also
be a proud milestone year as we celebrate some more players from our
U15 Boys reaching their 10th year with the club.

At the senior level, both our Men’s and Women’s teams are primed for a
strong season. Our Men’s side welcomes back players from the 2025
Second Grade Premiership team, alongside new recruits, as they look to
defend their title. Meanwhile, our Women’s team is building well and
excited to hit the field for the year ahead.

We encourage the local community to get behind the club by following
our social media channels for updates, highlights and news throughout
the season. Even better, come down to a home game at Colchester
Reserve, experience the atmosphere and enjoy grassroots rugby league at
its best.

Whether you're a long-time supporter or brand new to the game, there’s
never been a better time to get involved. We're still welcoming players
across all age groups—so if you're looking to join a club built on strong
community values, get in touch via our social media channels today.

BOOST FOR MONBULK’S MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES

The Victorian State Government is ensuring Victorians can access mental
health and alcohol and other drugs treatment and care in safe, modern
spaces. Minister for Mental Health Ingrid Stitt has announced the
successful projects in the latest round of the Mental Health and Alcohol and
Other Drugs (AOD) Capital Renewal Fund.

Under the latest round, 32 mental health and AOD services will share in
$20 million for critical upgrades and refurbishments. Eastern Health will
receive funding to improve and enhance the infrastructure of the Chandler
Adult Community Mental Health Clinic at the Angliss Hospital. The scope of
work includes:

« installation of a duress alarm system
« upgrade of (HVAC) Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning system

« interior painting and repairs to all walls, ceilings, floors, skirting and
architraves

« carpet replacement to all staff areas and the main corridor

The upgrades will support Eastern Health to provide more high-quality
care, close to home, for our local residents. It’s all about ensuring Victorians
can access the specialist care they need, when they need it and close to
home.

The Mental Health and AOD Capital Renewal Fund responds directly to
recommendations from the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health
System.

It aims to improve mental health and AOD services by creating safer, more
accessible and more supportive environments for staff, consumers and their
families, carers and supporters.
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Threads of Imagination Art Exhibition
by Artist Michael Hammer

Your Library, Miller’s Homestead - 10 March - 29th May
Article by Joy Shelley

il

|

When I was asked by the team at Millers
Homestead to write an article about their Textile
Art exhibition, I must admit I wasn’t sure I was
the right person for the job. I really don't know a
lot about art and was a little tentative about
meeting the artist. As it turned out, Michael and
I both started our careers in scientific fields and
share a love of fabrics and creativity.

Michael worked for 40 years with the
international company Varian, as an research
engineer, in the field of spectroscopy, working
on multimillion-dollar projects. After retiring in
2018, he had opportunities to continue working
in an advisory capacity in the industry, but felt
increasingly as if he didn’t want or need to
belong in that world. He needed a creative outlet
that was not restricted by any
particular boundaries.

Michael had always had an
interest in art, but it was
during a visit to Spotlight
with his wife in 2016 that he
became inspired by the touch
and feel of some beautiful
material. It was then that he
had the idea to produce
creative artworks with fabrics
and textiles. Beginning with
web tutorials and an old
Janome sewing machine, he
made his first creative quilt.
Using a base of cotton
quilting fabric, he began to
experiment with different

ways of treating both the background fabric and
the quilted pieces, as well as ways of enhancing
the fabric with paints and other textiles. He was
able to tie in his scientific knowledge of
spectroscopy to his creations, as it uses light and
colour to understand the physical properties of
materials.

In his Miller’s Homestead Exhibition, you can
see a variety of the styles and techniques
Michael uses. Some fabrics were first dyed and
hung, letting the dye bleed through the fabric.
Another technique he used is Eco dying where
he wraps leaves soaked in a chemical mordant
inside the fabric and then steams it. If you look
closely, you can see the imprints where the dye
has leached from leaves into the fabric. Different
chemicals used on different plant materials
leave different colours.

I particularly liked his style of plant/animal
transformation that can be seen in the hallway
at Miller’s. Here you can see dragons within the
Dragon Lilies, cobras in the Cobra Lilies and a
lovely elephant face in the Elephant Ears.

I asked Michael if he sold his pieces, and he
said, “No, I haven’t done that yet. They are my
pieces, and I don’t want to part with them.
However, I guess I will have to start doing that
as I am running out of room to put them.”

This is Michael’s fifth exhibition in Victoria, and
he keeps being asked back. Comments from
visitors are all similar to these ones. “Your work
is stunning! I actually can't believe this has all
been done by just one person,” and “What
imagination! We love your use of colour.”

I really enjoyed looking at Michael’s colourful
and inventive art quilts and talking to him about
it. Make sure you see it in May. If you missed the
“ Meet the artist” on April 29th, contact the
team at Miller’s, who may be able to put you in
touch with Michael.

Boronia ANZAC Ceremony

On April 22nd, the Boronia Rotary Club held
their annual ANZAC Commemoration for the
year 5 and 6 primary school students in the local
area. What a special day with 600 students from
local schools, plus teachers and members of the
public attending at the Tim Neville Arboretum.

Knox City Mayor Paige Kennett who gave the
welcome from Knox Council, and a bit of her
family history around the two world wars.

Jackson Taylor MLA member for Bayswater
welcomed everyone on behalf of the State
Government and also shared his family history
around both world wars.

Commander Andrew Fraser RAN, gave a special
keynote speech about his experience in the RAN
as a submariner. He also shared the history of
HMAS AE2, a submarine that was at Gallipoli
during the landing.

St Joseph’s Primary and Secondary schools
provided tremendous musical support to the
commemoration.

Thank you to everyone involved in making this
event the great success it is. A special thank you
to all the schools that attended and supported
today’s ceremony.

Saturday
May 2nd, 2026
11,00 am- 4,00 pm

(ALTERNATE
WORLDS

Uit T1-R/13 Malvern $t Bayswater
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Strummers Story by Rob Fairbairn

Rex The Rodeo Rider

Of all earthly creatures, the cat is among the
most storied. But you can forget Tom, Fritz,
Felix and all the other famous fictional felines,
for it is the legend of Rex the cat that is forever
woven into Fairbairn family folklore.

Before Rex, our record with pets was dismal. We
started small with a goldfish whose short life
ended when, leaping from its bowl, it lost its
bearings and was found on the kitchen floor,
desiccated and deceased. His successor, the
budgie, emulating Monty
Python’s dead parrot, fell
“off the twig” and “ceased
to be.” Our next attempt at
animal welfare ended most
horribly, our two adopted
rabbits coming to a
gruesome end when a fox
breached their enclosure
while we were away on
holiday. After that tragic

trifecta, we were
understandably reluctant
to take on the

responsibility of another
pet.

Until Rex arrived. A
typically cute and playful
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kitten, he grew up to be a haughty yet much-
loved ball of ginger fluff who had the run of the
house. He came and went as he pleased,
sleeping wherever he wanted; on beds, on chairs
and on laps, if we were lucky. A favourite
sleeping spot, especially on sunny mornings,
was in the driveway, atop the warm fibreglass
canopy of my ute.

And it was on such a morning in November 1996
that I reversed the Rodeo into our street and zig-
zagged my way to Scoresby Road. I was late for
an appointment but the traffic was light, so I
turned up the radio, joined the flow and headed

MAY

south. T was barely fifty meters down the road
when a car whizzed past on the outside lane, its
driver pointing and gesticulating wildly. Was 1
on fire? Did I have a flat tyre? I cautiously pulled
over, turned on my hazard lights and got out of
the car to look for the cause of his agitation.
There, clinging desperately to the roof and
miaowing mournfully, was Rex. In my rush to
leave the house I hadn’t noticed him and he was
obviously in too deep a sleep to hear me start
the engine. I reached across, peeled him from
the roof, gathered him in my arms and after
some reassuring words placed him gently on the
back seat and took him home. That was the last
time Rex took a roof nap but it wasn’t the end of
the story.

Six months later a friend told us of a
conversation on talk-back radio which had
caught her attention. The caller, she said, rang
in to say he had been charged with speeding
after chasing a car with a cat clinging to its roof.
Desperate to avoid a hefty fine and the loss of
his licence he was seeking witnesses to
corroborate his claim. “Could this be about
Rex?” our friend wondered.

Then a week later a classified ad appeared in the
Knox News, confirming the culprit.

TRUCK RIDING CAT!!

Would anyone who saw a 4-Wheel Drive
travelling south on Scoresby Road towards
Burwood Highway around mid-day on
Wednesday 20 November 1996.

WITH A CAT ON THE ROOF, please ring me

At the Knox hot, dry summer.

g(r)l:il;f I,lsnz%l;s) To promote planting during Autumn, the KES will be
Nursey the running some workshops at the Nursery on several
polyhcl)'l};;es are Saturdays through the month of May. These are:-
bursting with tubes « 2nd May — Woodland Meadows. Rohen Davis,

Environmental Community Officer, Maroondah City
Council will talk about designing a native garden to fit
into its local context.

that are ready for
sale. And that’s
great, as we believe

 KoX
ENVIRONMENT

S . ( -\ s Elat thfls 1S thfe best « 16th May — Gardening for Small Areas and Nature
' oCE ' , pllr:r?t?ngear or Strips, presented by Emily Cox, Gardens for Wildlife

volunteer.
Brachyscome - 2 forms of an ideal
summer flowering plant

Our motto is:- » 30th May — The Wild Garden, presented by Ben

Autumn planting — Summer survival Crisfield-Smith, experienced landscape architect.

All presentations are at 11.00am — 12.00pm at the KES
Nursery, 1010 Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully.

Spring is that time of year when a lot of plants
are welcoming the warmer weather with
abundant flowers. Such a pretty time in the

sarden, especially for indigenous plants Each of the presentations are free of charge, but we

encourage those wishing to attend to book through
Sticky Tickets so we have an idea of numbers. Those
who do register will receive a tube with a colourful
indigenous plant.

But Spring is followed by Summer with sun, hot
days and dry weather, so that Spring-planted
plants have problems surviving the harsh

summer conditions. . . .
For more information and to register for each

Plant during the Autumn period to establish
plants in the ground during winter so they
flourish in Spring, and are ready to survive a

presentation, head to the KES website at:

https://www.kes.org.au/home/presentations.
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WORKS KICK OFF ON
BORONIA STATION UPGRADE

Major construction has commenced on a modern, accessible and safer
Boronia Station precinct to improve public transport. The Boronia
Station Upgrade will deliver important accessibility and safety
enhancements for passengers when it is completed in spring this year.
The upgrade will include a new landscaped community plaza on Dorset
Road - delivering more green open space and seating, while also
providing a new community meeting place, making it easier for people to
travel between the station and Boronia’s shopping precinct. A new
signalised pedestrian crossing will also make it safer for people to access

the station and nearby shops.

With major works now underway, Lupton Way will close to traffic from
Friday, 27 March until late September. During this time, crews will widen
the station concourse, build new platform shelters and upgrade seating
and lighting, enhancing comfort and safety through improved visibility
across the plaza and station area. Minister for Transport Infrastructure
Gabrielle Williams last year unveiled final designs for the precinct,
featuring a striking new station forecourt and an expanded concourse to

improve connections across the rail line.

A new pocket park near Boronia Junction Shopping Centre will include
garden beds, trees, seating and a nature play area, creating a welcoming
green space for the community. More than 50 new trees and 3,000

plants and shrubs will be planted across the station precinct, Boronia

Station Reserve and the new plaza. The station will also feature an
upgraded pick-up and drop-off zone on Lupton Way, better footpaths to
both station entrances and more bike hoops for cyclists.

Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Gabrielle Williams, said, “We're
getting on with the job of delivering a new Boronia Station precinct to make
it safer, more accessible and better connected to the local community.”

Member for Bayswater, Jackson Taylor, added, “Our community will benefit
from a modern, more accessible station that will transform the heart of
Boronia and make it easier for people to catch the train. Thanks to everyone

for their patience as this gets done.”

Stories Behind The Stores
Two Cats Espresso Bar
Patrick Kelly

Welcome to the BBCN’s inaugural
Stories Behind The Stores, where we
bring you the history and deeper
understanding of some of our
community’s ripper small businesses.

For our first business highlight, we
wanted to bring you the story of Two
Cats Espresso Bar — owned by Kalyani
Parkale — tucked in Station Arcade,
next to Boronia Station, which is
currently undergoing a major upgrade.

We understand you took over the café
from a previous owner. When did this
happen? What drew you to it, and did
you have prior experience?

I took over Two Cats Espresso on 1 January
2025. Before this, I spent over 20 years working
in HR in India and Australia. I've always been a
people person and love connecting with others.
I've also always dreamed of opening my own
Indian restaurant, so when I saw this café for
sale in Boronia, it felt like the perfect place to
start. I've brought that same people first
mindset into the café, creating a warm,
welcoming space for the community.

Why is it called Two Cats Espresso?

The café opened about 10 years ago with that
name. I loved it, so I kept it. And really, who
doesn’t love cats?
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How many people are on your team?

I mostly run the café myself, with help from my
family during busy times. I also offer
opportunities for local students and people on
NDIS support to gain experience.

What do you love most about
Boronia?

The community is incredibly friendly and
supportive. People truly value small businesses.

Do you support any local initiatives?

Yes, we run a quiet pay-it-forward initiative,
where customers can contribute toward a coffee
or meal for someone in need. Many times, I also

cover this myself.

How has the station
upgrade impacted you?

The finished station will be a
great upgrade for the area, but
the construction period is
challenging for us. Around 95%
of our customers accessed the
café via Lupton Way, which is
now closed, leaving no direct
access from the  Station.
Customers now need to walk an
extra five minutes via the Dorset
Road laneway to reach us (and it
is REALLY noisy!). With works
expected to continue until late
2026, it’s a long road ahead for a
small business that relies heavily
on commuters — but we are
incredibly grateful to everyone in
the community who is still making the effort to
support us during this time.

Future plans for the café. Goals or
dreams?

I'd love to grow Two Cats into a true community
space, not just a café. Expanding the menu is
part of that, with more food options and a touch
of Indian flavours. I'm also excited to create a
more family-friendly environment, with simple
kids’ activities so parents can enjoy a coffee
while their children are entertained.
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. ere e Submit YWI | -
. BBCN Young Writers Initiative entries here: E ey E
-

Free Entry

BBCN Young Writers' Initiative was started in 2023 to encourage young people to develop their

writing capabilities by providing them with a channel to publish their work. It has been providing $50 Prize for .
cash awards as prizes for published entries for three years, thanks to the generous sponsorship published .
from Bendigo Bank. By the end of 2026, Bendigo Bank will have provided $6000 in prize money, E .

all of which has been completely passed back into the Boronia and The Basin communities. Most
of this went to individual students for their contributions, and some to the schools supporting
their writing development. Several of the award winners have gone on to publish other writing
through other programs.

T |love

This month is the first month that we have not received a submission since the program began. < -

We are not sure if this is because we have some technical issues with our submissions site (being w r‘ I T ' n '
fixed) or because students have lost interest in the initiative. We are contemplating whether to 9 .
continue the program into 2027 or not, and would love to hear your opinion.

Please let us know what you think by emailing KidsZone@bbcn.org.au —

Mother's Day Insights A
The first Australian Mother’s Day happened Backathome, Dad s worried.
aﬁer WM. WWW.REVERIE ICATIONS. COMLAL
EAN
In 1924, Janet Heyden, a woman from Sydney, started s S o5 T

the tradition to assist lonely mums she encountered at " ouser

Newington State Hospital during a visit to a friend.
Heyden requested that schools and businesses donate
gifts to the women who lost their husbands and sons in

the First World War.
A mum’s voice has scientifically proven
benefits for her child.
. . 4 : CONTAINED BEFORE
Research shows that the sound of a mum’s voice has ' > WE RECOVERED THE POMIES

calming effects on their children, reducing their
cortisol levels (the body’s main stress hormone) and
increasing oxytocin (the “love” or bonding hormone).

Even a mum’s scent has a special power.

Mums have a distinct scent that babies recognise,
creating a strong feeling of comfort and safety. In
recent studies, it has also been found that their scent
serves as a signal so babies can safely build
relationships with other adults such as caregivers.

In Thailand, Mother’s Day is celebrated in a
unique way.

On Mother’s Day in Thailand, mums attend a special
event at their children’s schools. In their tradition,
each child bows at the feet of their mum as a way of
showing appreciation and gratitude.

Mums were awarded medals in France.

All mums certainly deserve a medal, and in France,
they were actually awarded one! During the 1920s, the
country started awarding medals to mums of large
families as a way of showing gratitude and
appreciation for their role in helping rebuild the
population after World War I. While the medal-
awarding tradition has ended, the practice of giving
flower-shaped cakes to mums continues to this day.

More calls are made on Mother’s Day than on

TOBY AND THE MAGIC PENCIL CREATED BY GARY DELLAR.

any other day. ART BY BEN SULLIVAN. LETTERS BY DARREN CLOSE I TO BE CONTINUED... |

Let your mum hear the warmth of your voice
this Mother’s Day.
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Childrens' Day in Japan: May 5 th
Joy Shelley

During a recent trip to Japan, I was interested to
learn that they have a national holiday for
Children’s Day. A day set aside to respect
children's personalities and to celebrate their
happiness. It was designated a national holiday
by the Japanese government in 1948, but has
been a day of celebration in Japan since ancient
times.

The day originally called Tango no Sekku is one
of the Japan's five traditional seasonal festivals
dating back to 794. It was initially celebrated as
a day for women to purify the house by
thatching the roof with irises, which were
believed to be effective in repelling evil spirits,
and for women to rest their bodies. From 1185 it
was changed to Boys’ Day by the ruling Samurai
as they thought the Iris plant represented them
because its leaves were shaped like their
samurai sword blades. Boys’ Day focused on
celebrating young male heirs and their
development into strong and successful adults.
Symbols like kabuto (warrior helmets) and
warrior dolls were prominently displayed. These
customs symbolized strength, courage, and
protection—qualities esteemed in the warrior
tradition.

There was also a Girl’s Day or Doll’s Day, called
Hinamatsuri, which is still an annual festival in
Japan (but not a national holiday). Celebrated
on 3 March of each year, also dating back over
1000 years. Platforms covered with a red carpet
material are used to display a set of ornamental

dolls representing the emperor, empress,
attendants, and musicians in traditional court
dress of the Heian period (794-1185). The first
Hinamatsuri for girls is especially important to
celebrate. Girls up to one year old dress in
beautiful kimonos and celebrate with China
dolls that are often handed down from their
mother. Then, the girl is blessed by their parents
and grandparents to promote future growth,
health, and happiness to come.

In 1948, the Japanese government officially
renamed Boy’s Day Kodomo no Hi, Children’s
Day, and expanded its meaning to include all
children, not just boys. Though the two names
are still often used interchangeably in casual
conversation, the shift marks a significant
cultural change in recognizing gender equality.
Tango no Sekku retains its historical and
cultural weight, while Children’s Day reflects

modern inclusivity to include both
male and female children, as well as

recognizing mothers along with
fathers and family qualities of unity.

Children’s Day celebrates the happiness and
wellbeing of children. Across Japan, families
hang koinobori, large carp-shaped streamers,
from windows, poles and bridges. The carp is
a symbol of strength and perseverance in
Japanese culture, chosen because it swims
upstream against the current. Samurai dolls
and kabuto helmets are displayed indoors
and families with young children typically
celebrate together at home or in parks.

Helping Bandicoots Bounce Back

The Victorian Government is giving endangered
southern brown bandicoots a major lifeline,
with a new habitat corridor to help these
much loved marsupials to move freely as

the city grows. A $4.46 million Victorian
Government investment will help deliver the
dedicated bandicoot corridor on the outskirts of
Cranbourne Gardens, covering an area the size
of six soccer fields.

Funding for the corridor was announced at the
20th anniversary of the Royal Botanic Gardens
Victoria's award-winning Australian Garden in
Cranbourne, which is home to

some of the last remaining urban populations of
the species on mainland Australia.

The 4-hectare bandicoot corridor will reconnect
fragmented landscapes around Cranbourne and
strengthen the species’ long-term survival as
Melbourne grows, with habitat construction is
expected to commence in 2027.

Bandicoot project partner City of Casey has
provided an extra $418,224 in support, and the
Victorian Government contribution is backed by

the ‘Nature Next Door’ Melbourne

Strategic =~ Assessment  (MSA)  Program.
Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation
is guiding the cultural and ecological design of
the corridor, including plant selection, cultural

heritage protection, and appropriate signage.

Cranbourne Gardens is home to a healthy
population of southern brown bandicoots and

actively works to protect the species.

Victoria is a national leader in bandicoot
conservation, having brought the eastern
barred bandicoot back from the brink of
extinction following a Victorian Government
investment of

more than $5.5 million — the first time in
Australian history a species has been
classified as extinct in the wild was
reclassified.

These initiatives form part of the Victorian
Government’s record $800 million
investment in biodiversity since 2014, the
largest commitment to nature protection in
the state’s history.

As a DEECA spokesperson said, “As
Melbourne grows, we’re giving this much-
loved local bandicoot the space it needs to
survive and thrive.” “The corridor will
reconnect the southern brown bandicoot to
other landscapes, helping them move safely
through the environment and
strengthen their long-term survival

as the community grows.”
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Pet's Piece

Dr Gianne Ficatas, Veterinarian Boronia Vet Clinic

Every year, around February or March, I travel
to Indonesia to support local communities
managing their stray dog populations. Some of
you may remember my post from last year, but
for those who are new here, I wanted to share
what the past few weeks have looked like.

This work is especially meaningful to me around
World Spay Day, a day that highlights the
importance of desexing pets to prevent
overpopulation and reduce euthanasia rates. It
is something I am incredibly passionate about
because education and prevention are where
real change happens. This was my sixth trip to
Lombok. While we are there, we work alongside
local vets and vet nurses to set up makeshift
clinics in small villages. It is not as simple as a
standard clinic day back home. Every step
requires very special planning and permission,
as well as strong teamwork between the
Indonesian and Australian teams.

Most of the
dogs we treat
are strays, and
they are
understandabl
y anxious and
fearful.
Because of
this, trained
local handlers
use dart
] tranquiliser

N | guns to safely
sedate them. Once sedated, the dogs are
transported, often on motorbikes or in the back
of utes, to our temporary clinic. From there, we
begin surgery. For females, this involves an
ovariohysterectomy, and for males, castration.
We are often joined by Melbourne University vet
students, which gives us the opportunity to train
the next generation while delivering much-
needed care.

After surgery, each dog has a small notch placed
in their ear. This is a universal sign that they
have been desexed, allowing us to identify them
later in the field. They are then returned to
where they were found, but timing is everything.
They cannot be too sedated due to safety risks,
but also not too alert, as handlers could be
bitten. It is a delicate balance. The entire
process is complex and time-consuming, which
is why these trips require so much coordination.

One of the most humbling parts of this work is
the generosity of the local communities. Many
people open their backyards or private spaces so
we can perform our theatre work. Without them,
none of this would be possible.

Alongside desexing, we also provide anti-
parasitic treatments and rabies vaccinations.
Our goal is not just population control; it is also

disease
prevention.
This is part o
a One Health|
approach,
recognising
that animal
health, human
health, and
environmental
health are all|
connected. "

A question I

am often asked

is why not just euthanise the stray population?
It is a fair and important question. The reality is
that removing dogs entirely creates a vacuum.
Other dogs from surrounding areas will move in
and reproduce. Stray dogs are territorial, so
having desexed dogs in an area helps stabilise
the population and prevents new, unsterilised
dogs from taking over.

This work is challenging, emotional, and at
times exhausting, but as I continue to say, it is
incredibly rewarding. Being able to support
these communities, improve animal welfare,
and contribute to long-term change is
something I will never take for granted. Looking
back at when I started this many years ago, I can
see the improvement in the stray dog population
and the trust between the community and these
animals. I'm proud to be a vet, not just today as
I write this, but every day.

Boronia Veterinary Clinic

& Animal Hospital

181 Boronia Road, Boronia
{car Langwith Ave)

Phone: 9762 3177

www.boroniavets.com.au

*Serving the community for over 45 years*

With over 20 veterinarians, we are one of
the largest, privately owned, single site,
general practice veterinary hospitals in
Melbourne.

Our commitment is to provide diverse
options to the entire community.

The clinic offers extended consulting

hours, and our hospital provides round-

the-clock care 24 hours a day, 365 days a

year. Our existing clients enjoy a 24
| hour service.
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A WONDERFUL SPEECH

Dayangani Silva

Five fingers presented a wonderful speech
Together boasted talents of each.
It's wonderful listen to each.

The big thumb started off his speech.

I am fat but, firm and alone.
Being the leader, I get forward.
I am the one give your identity of own.

I am alone, but I'm strong.

I am the 2nd, but I am proud.
No one challenge, all get calm.
I can face and settle any troubles.

I am the Hero brave and strong.

I am the tallest all of you.
Standing smart I greet you.
I am powerful more than you.

I greet people before you.

I am the luckiest you.know me.
Shining Gold rings put on me.
Jems and jewels decor me.

Love in the hearts show Happiness of thee.

I am the 5th short and thin.
Thanks for your speech nice and fine.

Let's work together being in the PALM.

Good bye!! every one let's meet again.
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Seniors Exercise Park welcomed new users

Seniors Exercise Parks are designed for everyone to enjoy — including people with
vision impairment. Just before Easter, Council’s Healthy Ageing Specialist, Vision
Australia staff, along with experienced Seniors Exercise Park volunteers, delivered a
customised Come and Try session specifically tailored for a group of people with
vision impairment. The session focused on building familiarity and confidence.
Participants were guided through the layout of the park, introduced to the purpose of
each exercise station, and supported to understand how the equipment can improve
balance, strength and mobility. The small-group format and relaxed pace created a
comfortable environment where participants could ask questions, take their time,
and learn at their own pace.

For many participants who have lived with vision loss since birth, clear verbal

“I didn’t think I’d be able to do this,” one participant said. “Now
I feel much more confident about coming back one day with my
carer.”

Another shared, “The way everything was explained made it feel
safe and welcoming.”

By adapting how information was delivered, the session
demonstrated that Seniors Exercise Parks can be accessible,
welcoming spaces for people with low or no vision. Participants
shared that they felt more confident to return and use the park
with friends, supporting ongoing physical activity,
independence, and meaningful social connection.

guidance and hands-on, tactile exploration of the equipment were key to their
success. With encouragement and support, they were able to confidently try even the
most challenging station — the Gangway, a wobbly bridge designed to improve
balance.

Council’s
Positive and
Healthy

welcomes
enquiries
about
customised

sessions for
community
groups.

Please ring

discuss your
needs.

Ageing team

E
Come and Try

9298 8377 to

MATTHEW THOMPSON
IS AMONG THE NATION'S
FOREMOST COIN EXPERTS

.'.{/“. = - — -
AS HEARD ON ABC, 3AW AND 2GB!
CONVERT YOUR OLD COIN

COLLECTION INTO CASH

(03) 8583 8288
INFO@THOMPSONSCOINS.COM

Each month brings something new in the
world of coins and collectables, but one
thing that has been impossible to ignore
lately is the remarkable rise in gold and
silver prices. Both metals have reached
historically high levels, driven by global
uncertainty and strong investor demand.
For collectors and everyday Australians
alike, it has created a unique opportunity to
reassess what might already be sitting at
home.

One of the most rewarding parts of what I
do at Thompsons Coins is working directly
with the public to uncover that hidden
value. I actively buy gold and silver coins,
and it is always surprising how often people
walk in unsure of what they have, only to
discover that their old coins are worth far
more than they expected. Whether it is
inherited pieces, old collections tucked

away in drawers, or even coins picked up
years ago and forgotten, there can be
genuine value waiting to be realised.

Gold sovereigns, pre-decimal silver coins,
and bullion pieces are all particularly
sought after in the current market. With
prices where they are today, even modest
holdings can add up quickly, and I always
make a point of explaining exactly what
people have and how it is valued.

If you have coins or precious metals at
home, now is an excellent time to have
them looked at. There is no obligation, just
honest advice and the chance to better
understand what you own. For many, it is
not just about the value, but the surprise
and excitement of discovering that
something once overlooked is actually quite
special.
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Upgrade to all-electric and save

Solar Savers can help you upgrade your home or business

* solar panels

* batteries

* EV chargers

* heat pump hot water

» efficient heating and cooling

* induction cooktops
e insulation and more

Learn more
solarsavers.org.au

Community group funding
Community Development Fund
and Community Partnership Fund
applications open from 25 May to

22 June 2026.

Apply now
knox.vic.gov.au/grants

Is your child ready for
kindergarten in 20277

Programs for 3 and 4 year olds.

Kindergarten registrations open 1 May.

Find out more
knox.vic.gov.au/kindergarten

Up to 60% off composting systems
This May, claim a rebate off two home
composting systems. Save money,
help your garden thrive and reduce
household waste.

Check eligibility and order now
knox.vic.gov.au/composting

Knox City Council
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Caribbean Boat Factory — Everard Himmelreich

More than 60 years of boat manufacturing at
Scoresby came to an end last year when the
Caribbean boat factory on Ferntree Gully Road
ceased production. However, this does not mark
the end of the well-known Caribbean boats
brand.

Gold Coast—-based Maritimo Motor Yachts
acquired the Caribbean brand and plans to
unveil a reimagined Caribbean C40, signalling a
new era in the brand’s evolution.

Over its lifetime, more than 55,000 vessels were
produced at the Scoresby factory, which at its
peak in the late 1980s and early 1990s employed
around 120 people.

The closure represents a milestone for the
Spooner family, whose 202-hectare Scoresby
site has evolved into a diverse and innovative
business hub. The transformation began in 1945
when Archibald Spooner purchased farmland to
support his plastics business and
experimentation away from the city.

In the late 1950s, after observing the emergence
of fibreglass in Britain, Spooner established
International Marine on the site in 1958. The
company went on to produce Caribbean boats,
which became known for their reliability and
offshore performance.

Demonstrating the family’s flair for innovation,
Archibald’s son Rodney converted a swamp on

Spooner, Hazelwood and Bertram

the property into a lake to test the boats. This
lake later became Caribbean Lake and formed
the centrepiece of Caribbean Gardens, a public
recreational destination.

Caribbean Gardens grew into a major
Melbourne attraction, featuring waterskiing
displays, gardens, and a bustling market that
expanded from simple car boot sales into
hundreds of stalls attracting thousands of
visitors. At one stage, it even gained notoriety
for the sale of pirated DVDs — dubbed by some
as “The pirates of the Caribbean.”

The site expanded further with the addition of
an amusement park, including mini-golf, a
jungle boat ride, a chairlift, and a train that
circled the lake. The railway extended 3.2
kilometres, crossed a 20-metre bridge, and
featured two stations, with the main one aptly
named Grand Central. Distinctive fibreglass
shelters built during this period remain on the
site today.

The market eventually closed in 2020 following
disruptions caused by the COVID pandemic, but
the Spooner family once again adapted. Since
the 1980s, they had already begun developing
the land into a business park.

Unlike many developments, the family retained
ownership and acted as developer, constructing
office buildings, warehouses, and industrial
facilities to lease to businesses. This approach
created a cohesive, campus-style precinct and
established Caribbean Park as one of the largest
and fastest-growing office hubs outside
Melbourne’s CBD. Today, it remains owned and
managed by the Spooner family, with third-
generation Ben Spooner at the helm.

Following the closure of the amusement park,
part of the land was leased to Event Central,
which now hosts large-scale events ranging from
music festivals to cultural celebrations and
obstacle challenges.

Although boat manufacturing has ceased, the
Scoresby site remains rich with history.
Landmarks such as the large ship anchors at the
factory entrance and armoured tanks within the
precinct serve as reminders of its colourful past.
Parts of the former factory are now leased to
Project22, which provides large-scale
construction services.

The Spooner family has expressed its gratitude
to the many staff, dealers, and customers who
iconic

helped make Caribbean boats an
Australian brand.

enjoy.

I had the privilege of opening The Hut Gallery's latest exhibition of Four

Update from
Cr. Paige Kennett

I have visited many of our community
groups this month with a couple to note.
Golden Cobra Martial Arts, an NFP,
managing a family-friendly martial arts
club. T loved the family classes! Check
them out in Ferntree Gully. I also visited
the Knox Community Chess Enthusiast at
Knox Library. Operating from just outside
the library every Thursday, you can pop in
with a friend or meet a new friend for a
game of chess. Both of these groups recently received grant funding from
council, which helps to create spaces, that all of the community can

Mediums (Pastels, Oils, Acrylic, Watercolour). We have some very talented
locals among us! They have regular changing exhibitions, and many

different classes, open to all. Photo attached of myself, Heather, President,
Marion, VP, and artist winners, Catherine, Geoff and Malcolm.

available on the website.

I attended a Knox Dementia Connections Event, which brought together
services, supports and events available for people living with dementia and
their carers. Around 2,700 Knox residents are living with dementia, with
these events creating an opportunity to find supports in one place. More
info is available from the Knox Website, search Dementia in Knox.

Also, on behalf of and representing Council (and you), I went to Canberra to
visit with Ministers to promote the manufacturing region in Melbourne,
which runs Mornington through Knox, and right out to Cardinia. This
region of manufacturing produces more output, and more jobs than
anywhere other manufacturing precinct in Australia. For more information
on this, my trip report is included in the April Council meeting agenda,

Please get in contact if I can help with anything. Paige.
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The Cubs explore Gilwell Park!
Nicole Klep, District Leader of Cub Scouts.

On the weekend of the 27th to 29th of March,
over 100 Cubs headed off to Gilwell Park Scout
Camp in Gembrook. Gilwell Park comprises
over 160 hectares set in a bushland setting and
first came about in the early 1920’s. On Friday
night, the Cubs set up their tents and settled in.
They were pretty rowdy and very excited to be
camping. We had many first-time young
campers with us.

The camp on the Saturday started with rain which didn’t dampen the spirits
of our Cubs. The opening parade was first up and then the camp was broken
up into two groups.

For the Cubs aged 8 to 9 years old, they participated in geocaching, low
ropes course, and a cooking base, where they used flint and steel to start a
fire and cooked bush donuts on the BBQ. The last base was a craft base and
they could make CD balloon hovercrafts, paracord people, mini catapults,
UV bracelets, Aboriginal dot painting and screen print on a t-shirt ‘T
Survived Cuboree’ in preparation for the biggest camp ‘Cuboree’ in a Cub’s
life in September this year.

The 10 and 11-year-olds were involved in canoeing, raft building, axe
throwing and gadget making. They screen printed on dilly bags (a bag to
hold cutlery, plates, bowls and cup) and t-shirts like the younger Cubs. They
also cooked their own lunch of a veggie stew in Dutch ovens and made
brownies in oranges on open fires, very yum indeed!

On Saturday night, we had a campfire
with a roaring fire. The Cubs learned
lots of new campfire songs and
performed some great skits and songs.

On Sunday, we had a slower start to
the day, much to the leader’s relief! We
had flag break and then had a Scouts
Own, which is a time of reflection, and
this was led by the Cubs. It took place
in the Kennedy Chapel, one of three
chapels at Gilwell Park.

Our last main event for the weekend
was the Gilwell Warrior, a type of
commando course comprising over 12
obstacles. Many Cubs managed to
remain mud-free. However, there were
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a few who came back to camp with lots of mud, especially the Cub Leader
- Akela from 8th Knox.

We packed up camp and finished with the final parade and handing out
cloth badges to all Cubs and adults for their campfire blanket. A fantastic
weekend away for everyone!

If you are interested in trying Scouting, go to:
scoutsvictoria.com.au/locations/all-groups/

https://

1st The Basin, Boronia and 8th Knox are the local Scout Groups. You can
try three nights for free! So come along and join in the fun. Scouting is
for youth from age 5 to 26 years and after 26 lots of fun is to be had by
becoming a leader!

Outer Eastern Trefoil Guild

Girl Guides is a Worldwide organization operating in 145
countries with a membership of more than 10 million.
Trefoil Guild is an extension of Girl Guides whose
primary purpose is support their local Girl Guiding area.
Outer Eastern Trefoil Guild is in the Knox City Council
area. We are seeking new members to join us in fun,
friendship and giving support.

We meet on the second Monday morning each month.
Our organization is open to anybody female over the age
of 18 years who is willing to support our aim. Members
may or may not have been a youth or adult Girl Guide in
the past. Full membership requires members to make a
Girl Guide Promise.

Our members like to be out and about, recently we have
been to Mini Golf and Lunch at Morack Golf Course, A

visit to the Ballet, a Bus Trip to Coal Creek, and
another to Gardenworld. Some attended the
Remembrance Day Service at the Arboretum in
Ferntree Gully to lay wreath.

If you have some time please make that phone
call to Margaret Moore, President, on 0427 549
468 or Irene Watt, Secretary, on 0415 247 631.
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Sensitive Teeth: Causes and Solutions

Boronia Dental Team

Do you wince when drinking something cold or
eating something sweet? Tooth sensitivity is a
common issue that can turn everyday foods into
uncomfortable experiences. The good news is,
it's usually manageable once you understand
what's causing it.

What Causes Sensitive Teeth?

Tooth sensitivity happens when the protective
layer of your teeth, called enamel, wears down,
or when gums recede and expose the underlying
dentin. Dentin contains tiny channels that lead
to the nerve inside the tooth, which is why
certain triggers can cause sharp discomfort.

Common causes include:

« Brushing too hard or using a hard-bristled
toothbrush

« Gum recession
« Teeth grinding (bruxism)

o Acidic foods and drinks (like citrus and soft
drinks)

« Whitening treatments

« Tooth decay or cracked teeth
What Triggers It?

Sensitivity is often triggered by:

« Cold foods and drinks

« Hot beverages

 Sweet or sugary foods

« Acidic foods

« Even cold air in some cases

How to Treat and Prevent It

The first step is identifying the cause. From
there, simple changes can make a big difference:

7

’;;4 Boronia Dentist

Professionally servicing Boronia
and surrounds since 1981

% Family Friendly
*» Pragmatic advice
s Emergency and planned

dental care
** New patients welcome

=
DY

;ﬁ\ Suite 1, 178 Boronia Road

03 9762 5552

info@boroniadentist.com.au

« Switch toothpaste: Use a desensitising
toothpaste designed to block nerve signals

» Use a soft toothbrush: Be gentle, brushing
harder doesn't mean cleaner teeth

» Avoid acidic foods and drinks: Or rinse with
water after consuming them

« Wear a night guard: If you grind your teeth
while sleeping

« Don't overdo whitening: Take breaks between
treatments

If sensitivity continues, it's important to see
your dentist. They may recommend treatments
like de-sensitising applications, bonding, or
other protective options.

Final Tip

Tooth sensitivity is your body's way of telling
you something isn't quite right. Don't ignore it—
small changes in your routine, combined with
professional advice, can make a big difference in
keeping your smile comfortable and healthy.
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A Fond Farewell to Joe:
Boronia’s Barber Turns 80 and
Hangs Up the Scissors.

Andrew McKernan

Come May, on his 8oth birthday, Joe Gallucci
will finally step away from the clippers at his
little shop in the Railway Arcade, Boronia. After
all these years, the place won’t feel quite the
same without him.

Joe was born in Calabria, Italy. He left home
early, spent a bit of time in Rome, then hopped
on a boat to Australia at just seventeen. He
started cutting hair in Ringwood, but Boronia
became home. For sixty years now, he’s been the
guy everyone trusts with their haircut, their
stories, and their day.

He’s got a million tales to tell, from local stories
from way back when and family tales that sound
like movies. Like how his uncle Frank Galluccio
once slashed Al Capone across the face with a
pocketknife. Capone was a bouncer in Brooklyn
at the time. He got mouthy and crude about
Frank’s sister. Frank pulled a blade, cut him
three times on the cheek and neck, left him
bleeding and needing stitches. That’'s how
“Scarface” happened, just a quick defence of
family honour. Joe tells it with that same grin; it
was just another Calabrian duty for his uncle.

Even folks who’ve moved way out to Springvale,
Greensborough, or even Eildon - still drive back
every few weeks. They say it’s not about the
haircut. It’s about seeing Joe, catching up, and
feeling like nothing’s changed. He remembers
your family, your kids, and the way you like it a
bit shorter on top.

Joe will be missed. Not just for the trim, but for
the quiet way he makes you feel a connection
with his stories. Happy 8oth birthday and
retirement Joe! Thanks for the stories, haircuts
and memories!

The Internet

Laundrette

7 Alpine Street, Ferntree Gully www.laundrette.com.au
(close to Foodworks)

7am to 9pm Every Day 24 hours with entry code

60Ib (27kg) wash from $8*
201b (9kg) wash from $3*

* Night Rate using tokens

FREE soap and softener on some machines

< Jumbo Machines ideal for
Doonas & Blankets
<Dedicated Large Machine for
Workwear & Petwear
<Drying Only is Welcomed

| Internet Kiosk & Wireless Hotspot |

0419 367 267 0405 026 849

Weisz Family Optical

245 Dorset Road, BORONIA
Phone: 9762 3998
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Boronia and The Basin Local Services Directory - Support your local businesses

DAWSONS grryices ICUT s IZALING FENCING
CIassic cardens UALITY TRADESMAN

A family business with over 40 years experience
* Vit yn Tritwning Expmis : *No Fuss RELIABLE
«Stump Cnding TREE SERVICES |} Ed d
* Mulch Available * No Mess awns, £ages an
» FREE Quotes - Garden Cleaning FREE QUOTES
* Consulting Arborist * No Stress BIBCE REMOYAL. Police Checked - NDIS A d CALL
$20 million Insuram:e 0409 906 301 | **TH AeMevAL gy g =g

= PRUNING. Call Janine: CHRISTOPHER

CUTTREESERVICES.COM.AU s CHIPPING

« FREE uoTES 0432 055 405 0417 357 738

9720 5111 o ..8

Stumpy the Hassle Free || DOONgalla ( BAYLISS )
T Th Garder"ng Plum Ing N ‘ ‘- pLUMBING _-—IE] K
Stump Remover Gay Ninjad || wooe: wﬁ@. -s- SERVICES =
= Weedng & Maintenance B * Specialist Stump I.A.NDSCAPING \‘ 0410 644 098 24 I-Iilr Emerglen;::y ?}ervices
Y o * . y All General Plumbing &
> A Pruning g - Retaining walls * Lawn Mowing * Slashing Phane: ne
( *:
- #  Garden Beautfcation Removal s Sooces ) Detldng * Property Maintenance 97624242 Gas Fiting, Hot & Cold
: f’ - : * Paving * Artificial grass % S . Gas Water, All Roof Repairs.
iy Call Shannon Any Size — Free Quotes ; . Gutter Cleaning * Pruning 3 :
{ Quality Landscaping at * Pre Sale Clean Ups * Maintenance  * Drainage
0430 052 223 . Call Ross Affordable prices. + Rubbish Removal * Repairs * Sewers Blocked Drains
Experienced Gardener 9762 5813 Free quotes X - ; Machirle Cleaned
Froo Visit & Quote Julle- 0417 787 304 Hot & Cold Roofs &
/ David 0431 290 064 2 Water Gutters

0427 101 929 david@diHandscaping.com.au admin@gardenninja.com.au

Mobile: 0418 388 902 )

Leaks Found Superior /\ /\ l )I M Y iﬁMITCHELL Any plumbing

Roof Repairs / issue, we can

Carport & /" Roof Plumbing fix it.
Porgola Builds y " o s sa 48 351 B 473 WL Lie Shies ey

€ man that quotes the jo S mitchellplumbing.com.au
New Roofing Is the man that does the job Licensed. Imm € r! 0477 555 308
Re-Roofing General Plumbing 3 nd CCTV * Blocked Drains, Toilets, Roof Leaks
Re-Gutter 0412214920 d er : 3 il | * Taps, Hot Water Units * Spouting and Roofing
Downpipes * Burst pipework repairs I er=1 |

Mark * Handyman jobs: tiling, plaster repairs = I;l‘i

Quality is our reputation

* 1 tonne Excavator and small Tip Truck = s |

N, KNOX & DISTRICT At Knox & District Overs0os, we are Boronia VIEW
g ’ a very friendly and sociable group Voice. Education Interests
m‘ who normally meet on the 4th ’ of Women

Tuesday of each month from
BS0S INC. January to November. will be meeting on Friday,
15 May at 11:30 am at

/ Our next General Meeting will be

held at 10:30 am on Tuesday, the 26th of May, 2026, at Club Kilsyth, 1-15 E?VSSL%%? Roc.'jl(()llf Kil(; ;ﬁi’
gznterbury Road, Bayswater North, followed by lunch for those who wish to stay with a o-course lunch

: costing $30.
We provide guest speakers, many day trips and an annual trip, visits to Boronia . .
Cinema, coffee mornings, regular lunches at different locations around Knox and ’é‘l};;ilnmyl art;ernclj(r)llcllo“‘rt(:l?ki?g’ voice interests and
morning melodies. about her Barbie Doll education.rwomen
For our 2026 annual trip, we are planning a visit to the NSW Riverina in October, collection.

which will include Griffith for their annual Springfest.

April found us visiting the Moonlit Sanctuary in Pearcedale, where we were able to

see a surprising range of Aussie animals in their natural habitat. There will be a raffle, book stall and trading table, with all

monies raised going to the 10 children through The Smith
This month, we are visiting the Royal Botanic Gardens in Cranbourne to take in Family Learning for Life program that the club sponsors for
the amazing variety of Australian flora. their educational needs.

Upcoming events include a tour of the Mont de Lancy homestead in Wandin.

We have a monthly newsletter (Knox Natters Matter), which will keep you up to The club is looking for new members, so ladies of all ages
date with the many fun social activities available. and backgrounds come along, and you will be warmly
welcomed. There are small groups within the club, and the

If you are interested in joining our group, please contact Kerry (on 0419 995 084) occasional outing.

or, for further information, see our Facebook page, Knox & District Over5os Inc.

We look forward to hearing from you or, more importantly, seeing you in the near
future. Enquiries to Judith on 9764 8602
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Advertise here - annual cost $225 small, $450 large (Inc. GST) - full details on our website at the "Place an AD" link.

WANT CASH?

Cash paid for unwanted & broken gold &
silver jewellery, coins & banknotes.

Call Dante on 0434 437 774 or
Simon on 0419 206 762

Either we can come to you, or
You can visit our business premises.

D

PHASEFLOW I
10% SENIDR)
¢+ MAINS UPGRADES R REPAIRS

s SWITCHEOARD UPGRADES DISCOUNT!

¢ LIGHT AND POWER - ESIEN AND INSTALL ]
¢ NEWRBUILDS - CUSTOM EVOLUMEBUILDS — payy pAMON ON 0413 328 707 FOR A FREE

¢t N NNA
b QUOTE TODAY!
¢ DATA ECOMMUNICATIONS

¢ MAINTENANCE

Eastern Surburbs Electricion
'3_7

Dumestic - Commerciol - Mointenonce

REC 35641

AUSTRALIAN ¥ 27
BIRD TOURS /
v Birdwatching
¥ Nature walks
v Local fauna & flora
v Bushwalking
v Experienced guide
Des 0431 730 362

BirdToursByDes@gmail.com
AustrallanBirdTours.com.au

..

» Computer & Laptop sales/repairs/upgrades
 Wi-Fi or Cabled networks provided

= Internet connectivity issues resolved

= Printing / Scanning problems rectified

= Virus / Malware exterminated

&5 1800 222 543
) goodstart.org.au

E’:I VS TECHNOLOGY

ALES, SERVICE AND REPAIRS

www.bigkevs.au (03) 82032223 PCSales@bigkevs.au

PSYCHIC MEDIUM
READINGS

Accurate and Enlightening
Guidance and Direction

Call Lyn 0438786805

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

Call Ken - 0408 058 394

K J ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

AIH - 9762 4055

* Domestic & Commerci
* Free Quotes
* No job too small

REC 28207 &

&06 0*9 6*9
‘.90 \'o Q__ r
Quality at an
‘)SL X SEJ SSEER?; affordable price.
/ In shop and
/ LOCKSMITHS  oOn-site service.

Fast Friendly Service - Seniors Discount

9762 5757 info@easternlocksmiths.com.au
223-225 Dorset Road, Boronia
For All Security Solutions

The heart of our community

52 enrolments@goodstart.org.au

lml | °

0414 799 602

ullt.com

Built

Licenced Builder
Custom Homes
Extensions
Renovations

REGISTERED

Buding Fractitioner

©

LOCAL CARPENTER

Friendly and Reliable Service
Free Quote / Fully Insured

All Aspects of Carpenter
Ring Joseph

0420 422 263

.—3 BORONIA Appliance Repairs
: We can repair your:
* Coffee Machine
* Microwave
* Vacuum Cleaner
* Kitchen Mixer
* All Small Appliances
We also sell spare
parts!
www.barepairs.com.au
03 9762 1668

Computer
Problems?

Retired gent,

50 years IT experience,
available to help
with your computer
or Internet needs.
Business or private

Les: 0411722234

BUILDING GROUP

« BATHROOM REPAIRS/RENOVATIONS
« TERMITE & WOOD ROT REPAIRS
« DOOR & WINDOW REPAIRS/REPLACEMENTS

* EXTENSIONS
* LICENSED & INSURED

CAMPIS.COM.AU

+ GENERAL MAINTENANCE
* FREE QUOTES

9850 6611

P
GUTTER-VAC

Contact: Bryan 0437 910 050

CROYDON GLASS

Window & Door
Glass Repairs
Glass & Mirror Cut to Size

3 Chandra Ave
Kilsyth South 3137

mob: 0483 857 664

* Pet Doors * Splashbacks
*Mirrars * Table Tops

Clean. Safe...Easy

* Vacuum Gutter Cleaning
* Gutter-Flow Gutter Guard
* Solar Panel Cleaning

* Lichen & Moss Treatment
* Pressure Washing

SG WINDOWS

Window and Gutter
Cleaning

For a free quote contact
Seb

0432 834 992

Jo’s Ironing

Services

$30 per hour
Pick up and Delivery
within 20 km of
Boronia

Formal wear will incur
extra charges

Phone Jo: 0425 858 687

Local Community and Club News

THE FERNTREE GULLY ARTS SOCIETY

AT THE HUT GALLERY
157 UNDERWOOD RD FERNTREE GULLY

Thursdays to Sundays 11 am - 4 pm or when the flags are flying

Visitors are always welcome whenever the Gallery is open.

MAY EXHIBITIONS
2nd May — 29th May
GALLERY, ‘Life Stages’

Members will be exhibiting their interpretation

Sure to be a delightful, colourful and varied exhibition,

Depicting the different forms of Life Stages.

Mechanical Repairs
Servicing & Maintenance
Stuart Metcalf

Fact. 7 / 15 Macquarie Place
BORONIA 3155

Email: thauto@aapt.net.au
Fax: 9720 9525

Ph: 9720 9518

FOYER EXHIBITION

(. VOLKSCARE

SPECIALISTS IN ALL VOLKSWAGENS

Audi, Seat & Skoda
* Mechanical Repairs
* Servicing & Maintenance
* Licenced RWC Tester
U12/4 Macquarie Place
Boronia 3155

Phone: 9729 9281
(Melway: 65 A2)

A MESSAGE OF HOPE

God has given a message of Hope
for all people and an invitation to
His future Kingdom.

For further information write to

Yarra Valley Christadelphians
PO Box 516 YARRA GLEN 3775
Email: yvc.vic@gmail.com

FERNTREE GULLY NEWSPAPERS 100TH EDITION

A celebration of FTG Newspaper's journey and the amazing stories it has

brought to the community.

ALL WELCOME, FREE ENTRY

www.thehutgallery.com.au

Not to be missed



Real Estate Group

Thinking Of Selling?

' Get the best price for your home.

. With 40Y f local real estate K led
Boronia 9762 0008 ith over ears of local real estate Knowledge
Call Today for a free, no - obligation market appraisal.

5/3 Floriston Road, Boronia
At Kelly Real Estate Group, we prioritize your needs, ensuring that your property is expertly
managed for maximum profitability and peace of mind. Our dedicated property management
team offers a stress-free experience, taking the hassle out of property ownership. With exten-
sive experience and a commitment to excellence, we work tirelessly to maintain your proper-

ty and secure the ideal tenant.
10/39 Stamfor

14 o

d Crescent, Rowville—$480pw




