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Editorial: Patrick Kelly

Boronia & The Basin Community News

The Stories Behind The Stores

Now, more than ever, everyone in our
community is watching how much they spend.
At the petrol pump, buying groceries, choosing
whether to eat out and in most other areas of
the household budget. And that’s fair - my
partner and I do it daily, too.

Unfortunately, it’s our local small businesses
that are often the hardest hit when hard
choices need to be made.

But how often have we driven past one of our
local landmarks and wondered how long they’ve
been there? Or popped into a favourite café and
enjoyed an anecdote with the owner? I know I
have.

So, I'm proud to let you know that the BBCN is
launching a new initiative: The Stories Behind
The Stores. Each month, we’ll bring you the
story, the history and the anecdotes behind one
of Boronia and The Basin’s local small
businesses. What their background is. Why
they love our community. Who they are and
what makes them tick.

It’s all about bringing locals some of the
background and history that we may not know -
and backing in small businesses and their
teams.

But we need your help! Reach out via
contact@bbcen.org.au if you've got an idea of a
local small business legend we should cover -
and we’ll come back to you to let you know how
to get involved.

Because it’s our small business owners that
have these local stories, local knowledge and
local history. They're the folks who know us by
name. And why it’s so important we back in
our local small businesses.

Now — more than ever.
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Des Palmer

Glossy Ibis

There are some words I can’t bring myself to
say. ‘No’, if someone offers me a can of Cooper’s
Pale Ale. That is definitely not an utterance that
emanates from my lips in that instance. Racist
comments about any race of people, not on. The
fact that people still don’t get it - that there
are good and bad people of all nationalities
blows my mind. The other thing is, that
derogatory term to describe the Ibis. You know
it, a member of the poultry family residing at
rubbish dumps, there, I didn’t have to utter it.

We have 3 species of Ibis in Australia.
Two species are the Straw-necked Ibis, the
black and white ones, and the other type,
the Australian White Ibis, which are
predominantly white. Both these birds are
scandalously maligned with the term I
referred to above. Sure, they’re as common
as clay. Sure, they sometimes scavenge and
make themselves a nuisance at some
places, but on the whole, they are just birds
seeking to survive, by hook or by crook.
Also called the ‘Farmers Friend’, these birds
consume huge amounts of pasture pest
insects, an environmentally friendly
alternative to sprays and pesticides.

See, they are good guys. Bet you stop
callin’ ‘em bin chickens now. Doh, just used that
word I said I wasn’t going to! Duh brain!

A third species of Ibis, the Glossy Ibis, is a rare
bird in southern Victoria. My tours of the
Western Treatment Plant in Werribee mean I get
to see some pretty special things, like four Glossy
Ibis, which are present at the moment, a real
treat! These birds are uncommon in southern
Victoria; I have only seen them in our neck of the

Image credit: 4
Kim Wormald 7

woods four times in my lifetime. Well, what the
hell are they doin’ here? Don’t ask me.

At a distance, they appear to be a very dark and
small Ibis, but up close and with the sun shining,
their plumage appears ‘a rich purplish brown,
glossed brown and green, with a distinctive white
line bordering the facial skin.” (Pizzey and
Knight) Truly a stunning bird.

Glossy Ibis feed in shallow wetlands, darting
here and there in search of their prey, small
aquatic invertebrates.

Far more common in
Northern Australia, their
breeding stronghold is the
Macquarie Marshes in NSW.
Their movements are
described as ‘migratory,
nomadic and irruptive’.
Roughly translated, that
means they can appear at any
suitable wetland at any given
time. Keep your eyes skinned,
dear readers.

My tours to the WTP mean I get to see some
pretty cool things, aforementioned Glossy Ibis,
dancing Brolga’s, reminiscent of my moves on
the dance floor in the eighties, Black Falcons,
Spotted Harriers, and Plumed Whistling Ducks.
The list goes on. It’s a tough gig, alright.

Website: AustralianBirdTours.com.au
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ONE OF OUR LONG-TERM FAITHFUL WALKERS

Marlene Stephens

When I took on delivering the Boronia Basin
Community News well over twenty years ago, I
was assigned Woodmason Road and all the side
streets, probably about 200 papers. Due to
ageing, I now only do part of this area.

Back then, the area was mainly all one-storey
homes along with the Coogee Private Nursing
Home. I had many interesting times delivering
the paper due to the many conversations I had
with owners working in their gardens. One
lady, in particular, had a most colourful one
with various flowers continuously blooming
throughout the year. One day she kindly invited
me in to view both the front and back gardens.
Many of her blooms were self grown and the
love given to her garden was a delight to see.

Sadly, along with other developments in the
area, her home was bulldozed and units built on

that block. The difference between now and then —
single-storey homes have been replaced by two-
storey buildings and may have at least five units on
the one block. As each home has disappeared, so
have the many trees growing in them. Thankfully,
the little playground is still on Woodmason Road
and maintained by Knox City Council. There were
many paddocks north of Woodmason Road that
are now occupied by businesses.

With the changes in our lifestyles, also with
younger single occupiers now living in this area,
it is most interesting to put the paper in the
letterboxes, as it gives you an idea of who is
living in them. Owners empty their letterboxes
regularly, renters very rarely empty them. Perhaps
modern technology has something to do with
them not being emptied?

Over the years, the paper has changed a little in

DRIVING THE NEXVS
e

P SELE
Our pleas for help last month resulted in Brenda
and Tracy offering to be WALKERS’. Although
Tracy lives well out of the area now, she has very
fond memories of her children (now in their
20’s) going with their Grandad to deliver the
BBCN around the Stewart St. area!) Thank you
sincerely for your willingness to serve our
community by delivering the BBCN straight into
letter boxes.

WE STILL NEED HELP!

We are currently looking for 1 permanent
volunteer ‘walker’ to deliver papers in the area
bordered by :

Rathmullen Rd and Dixon Crt / Gertonia Ave.
150 papers

The commitment isn’t huge - round about an
hour’s walk once a month. Your papers will be
delivered to your home on the last Thursday of
each month.

If you are interested in joining our volunteer
crew please contact us here at BBCN via
contact@bbcn.org.au.

its format. May I say, the encouragement now
for school children to contribute to the paper is
a real plus. I enjoy reading the variety of articles
and contributions from so many different people
and groups, especially the history of early
settlement in the area. Our paper is run by
volunteers and what a gem it is for the residents
in the Boronia/Basin areas. Most likely, over the
years, the walking has also helped to keep me
reasonably fit!!

Editor — Marlene recently turned 9o. Thank you
for your contribution to the BBCN over the years.



Have your say in April

We've got some big plans for improving our parks, reserves, playgrounds,
community spaces and parking across Knox.

Share your feedback and get news and updates about Knox City Council
projects, including:

= Improvements to the play space at Kings Park in Upper Ferntree Gully
= Parking Policy to make parking fair for everyone

YOUR SAY 4
et

A

Have Your Sayin
10 languages

Scan to have
your say

= Call for bold ideas to help shape our parks across Knox knox.vic.gov.au/HaveYourSay

Save energy this winter Protect your family this winter
Get your home ready for winter. * Book your flu vaccine now
Register with Solar Savers for quotes * Free for children 6 months to under
on insulation and draught proofing, 5 years and 65+

efficient electric heating or a Home
Energy Assessment.

Learn more:

SolarSavers.org.au

Book online:
knox.vic.gov.au/Flu

Friendly reminder
Renew your pet registration
by 10 April.

Renew online:
knox.vic.gov.au/PetRego

0654

S i
Knox City Council
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COVER STORY: Chariot Festival of The Basin Hindu Temple

Daniel Barber

Every year, as part of Mahotsavam (a large
Hindu festival), the Sri Vakrathunda Vinayagar
Temple in The Basin hosts one of its most
exciting events, the chariot festival. On the 25th
of April, between 1500 and 2000 people are
expected to gather at the temple to pull a 4-
metre-tall chariot through the streets of The
Basin. All are welcome to attend.

Anyone living in The Basin will instantly
recognise the iconic architecture of the temple.
From its magnificent statues to the sandy
colours on the main tower, the Sri Vakrathunda
Vinayagar Temple is striking. Inside, it is even
more remarkable, with the largest granite
shrines in the Southern Hemisphere, crafted
through the help of 20 artisans from India. The
main shrine is made of 400 individually carved
pieces of granite stone, since granite is believed
to absorb spiritual energy.

Shan Pillai has been a part of the temple since
its creation in 1992. He has since served as
president several times and now holds the role
of treasurer. He remembers the early days when
the land was purchased from the Anglican
Diocese and the three consecrations that have
occurred since. He was even there when the
chariot festival started, where an old car was
used before a chariot was made in Sri Lanka to
suit their requirements and brought over in
2014. He also speaks volumes about the
temple’s inviting nature. “It’s that whole
religious fervour that brings the community
together,” he says, talking about the upcoming
festival. “The fact that there’s so many people,
obviously there’s a lot of interactions amongst
the community.” He remarks on the diversity of
attendees, from council members to those who
have never been before, to regular devotees who
are united through ceremony and the delicious
meal provided afterwards.

The festival is an extension of the temple’s usual
offerings. Every day for the nine days prior to
the chariot festival, the deity is carried around
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the temple, once in the morning and once in the
evening, but during the chariot festival this
procession makes its way out into the
community. In places like India, the deity will
often traverse whole towns and cities swathed
by crowds. For Hindus, it is their way of saying,
“[our god] is coming [here] to bless us and
remove obstacles,” according to Shan. Sri
Vakrathunda Vinayagar Temple provides a rare
opportunity for Melburnian Hindus, in that they
are “the only temple who are able to take the
chariot on the streets.” The chariot is pulled
along by devotees holding onto ropes. It is so tall
that, Shan says, “They actually moved the height
of the [power line] poles to accommodate the
chariot,” with funding from the temple.

It hasn’t always been easy though. “It was a real
challenge,” Shan says when asked about starting
the temple. When things first started out, Shan
and the other members of the temple found it a
struggle to establish a new faith in Australia,
which was not familiar to most white
Australians. In more recent years, Shan has felt
that, “By and large, the community has accepted
us.” And he extends that acceptance back on the
community. “The temple itself is open to
anyone,” he says.

For those who wish to celebrate the chariot’s
journey through the streets of The Basin, you
can find it at 10:30AM at on the 25th of April, at
1294 Mountain Highway.

What's On around Boronia and The Basin this month?

The Basin Theatre
Switzerland

April 16-26
https://thebasintheatre.au/

CPP Community Theatre
COSI
April 10-18

Boronia K-12 College Performing
Arts Centre

1812 Theatre
Summer of the Aliens

April 9 - May 2

https://www.1812theatre.com.au/

Fab Nobs Theatre
Fun Home

March 21 - April 4
https://

www,fabnobstheatre.com.au/

ANZAC Day Services
Boronia RSL Dawn Service
Satyrday, April 25

5.45-7 AM

198 Dorset Road

Rotary

Tim Neville Arboretum
Wednesday, April 22

10:45am for an 11:00am start.
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Mayor’s Message April 2026

Have your say in April

Council has some exciting plans for improving
our parks, playgrounds, reserves and parking
spaces across Knox. These include
improvements to the play space at Kings Park in
Upper Ferntree Gully and a new policy to make
parking fair for everyone.

I invite residents to stay up-to-date with these
and other projects and get involved in
community life and Council’s decision making.

You can share your feedback and get the latest
news about Council projects through our Have
Your Say page: knox.vic.gov.au/HaveYourSay.

This page can be translated into our top 10
community languages — you can provide
feedback in your language. You can also contact
Council if you’d like to provide feedback in-
person or in writing.

Listening to what our residents want is
important so that our decisions continue to
reflect the needs and values of our community.

Keeping motorists safe

Council understands how critical it is to provide
safe driving conditions for residents and the
general community. This financial year, we
allocated $10.7 million to local roads and
bridges, and we regularly inspect and monitor
local roads.

The maintenance of roads within Knox is either
the responsibility of VicRoads or Council.

VicRoads is responsible for major arterial roads,

including surface repairs and mowing grass
median strips. You can report a road issue to
VicRoads on 13 11 71 or online at
vicroads.vic.gov.au.

Council is responsible for routine maintenance
of local streets or service roads, such as surface
repairs and street sweeping. If there is a local
road managed by Council that needs attention,
more information and how to report issues can
be found on our website at knox.vic.gov.au.

Ensuring Knox is heard

Earlier this year (5 February), I had the privilege
of elevating the voices of Knox residents by
representing our municipality on ABC Radio. If
you missed it, you can listen to the Meet the
Mayor segment of Melbourne Mornings with
Raf Epstein at abc.net.au/Melbourne (from
1:14:55-1:29:20). You can also find the interview
by searching ‘Knox Mayor on ABC Radio’ on our
website.

I also have the honour of being a regular guest
on Radio Eastern FM 98.1. Tune into Town Talk
from 11am-11.30am on the first Monday of the
month, to hear me chatting to radio host Ian
Rayson about all things Knox.

I encourage residents to stay informed about the
latest news, events and activities across the
community by subscribing to our weekly eNews
at knox.vic.gov.au/eNews.

Boronia & The Basin Community News

Winnie the
Wren

Boronia
K-12
College:

A Great
School

Boronia K-12 College
has transformed over
the past two years, with
a clear focus on helping
every student “belong,
believe and achieve,”
says Principal Paul
Broecker.

Gilly the

Kip the
King Parrot

Galah

A new four-year strategic plan and College Values: Community, Aspiration, Respect, and Excellence,
guide the school’s culture, while structured, consistent classrooms allow students to focus and thrive.
Teachers use the latest research on how the brain learns to challenge and inspire every learner.

Opportunities for students have expanded with a purpose-built Dance Studio, Fitness Centre, 32
electives for Years 6 - 10, the Odyssey High Abilities Program, strong literacy and numeracy
curriculum and support, a student-run café, Breakfast Club, and the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen
Garden Program. A Youth Skills Shed is also soon to open.

Boronia K-12 College blends the care of a small school with the breadth of a large one, offering
camps, interschool sport, performing arts, STEAM programs, and student leadership initiatives.
Strong VCE and NAPLAN results reflect the school’s growing success and exciting future.

Prospective ELC, Primary and Secondary families are encouraged to attend a college tour, which are
run multiple times throughout the week. Contact the college, or book via our website.

APRIL

Starting a Local Business
Matthew Thompson
Director, Thompsons Coins

Thompsons Coins began as a passion project
of mine, driven by a deep appreciation for
history, craftsmanship, and the stories behind
every coin. With over a decade of experience
in the numismatic industry, I have worked
hard to build a reputation based on
knowledge, trust, and helping collectors of all
levels find pieces that truly resonate. What
started as a small-scale venture has grown
through dedication, experience, and a genuine
love for the hobby.

Today, Thompsons Coins proudly occupies a
prominent position within the iconic Boronia
Mall, which makes the journey even more
meaningful to me. I grew up in the area, and
the mall was a big part of my childhood; it is
even where I had my Santa photos taken. To
now have my own business in a place that
holds those memories is a real full-circle
moment.

The shop has become more than just a place
to buy and sell coins; it is a space where
people can come together, learn, and share a
common interest. I have always been
passionate about giving back to the local
community and being a positive presence
within it. Whether it is through conversations
in store, supporting local initiatives, or simply
creating a welcoming environment, my goal is
to make Thompson's Coins a place that people
feel connected to and proud to visit.

MATTHEW THOMPSON
IS AMONG THE NATION'S
FOREMOST COIN EXPERTS

SHOP 8 - BORONIA MALL
g B

- —

AS HEARD ON ABC, 3AW AND 2GB!
CONVERT YOUR OLD COQOIN

COLLECTION INTO CASH

— [ —

(03) 8583 8288
INFO@THOMPSONSCOINS.COM
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Strummer's Story by Rob Fairbairn

A Voice From the Past

In our house, there are thousands of photographs
- on display and filed away. The ones that cover
the walls of our lounge room are mostly of
immediate family, so I am familiar with all the
faces behind the frames, each of them a player in
a drama stretching back through the ages. There
are more family photographs in our entrance
hall, but these are hidden, on shelves in dust-
covered albums, old black-and-white pictures
of relatives long gone. Although they now feel
like extras and bit players, once they would
have been the leading ladies and men in our
family’s saga. Nevertheless, I find it hard to
feel any connection with any of these people.
But one time I did.

As the man who accidentally flew an RAF
Lockheed Lightning fighter jet*, Wing
Commander Walter ‘Taffy’ Holden has legendary
status among aviation history buffs. But he was
also my father’s cousin and the family genealogist.
So when Judy and I last saw him in 2011, he was
most insistent that when we visited Burnmouth,
the little Berwickshire village in the land of my
ancestors, we should call upon Helen Aitchison,
a distant relative. We needed no encouragement
to visit Burnmouth. We have many happy
memories of time spent there in the mid-seventies
with my grandparents, and return to that
picturesque fishing village every time we visit
the UK. But to drop in unannounced as total
strangers? Regardless of family ties, that could
be awkward. What if she doesn’t want to know
us? Nevertheless, Cousin Walter had given us
the address, so we dutifully paid her a call.

A small, neatly dressed, elderly lady answered
the door, and when we explained who we were
and who sent us, her slightly irritated response
was, “Och, not another yin. He’s always sending
me people. I'm about tae have ma tea.” She
looked us up and down, deciding whether to

invite us in or slam the door in our faces, paused
for a few more uncomfortable seconds, then
added wearily, “Weel, I suppose ye’d better come
in.” Judging by the scattering of groceries on the
bench, we guessed she was not long returned from
shopping, and as we sat awkwardly at her kitchen
table, I began to explain my familial connection
with Burnmouth while she prepared her evening
meal. She offered to make us a cup of tea, which
not wishing to further impose upon her, we
politely refused.

Our time there was brief, and as I prattled on
about my granny and grandad and their many
brothers and sisters and cousins whom we met
in the seventies, she listened, while not adding
much to the conversation. But once she realised
we were genuine, she softened somewhat, then
told us something both interesting and unexpected,
“I knew your great-grandfather. He had a song
which he liked to sing in the pub, “Ca’ the Yowes to
the Knowes” (Drive the Ewes to the Hills, a folk
song collected by Robbie Burns). It was his party
piece.” I suddenly felt a genuine connection to
this old lady and through her to my great-
grandfather. William Fairbairn was now more
than just a face in a photograph. I felt I knew
him. My father was named after him, my
granddaughter Maggie was named, albeit
unknowingly, after his fishing boat, and he
sang in pubs, as I once did! We thanked Helen
Aitchison for her hospitality and left her to
her tea, buoyed and comforted by a voice
from the past and thankful that I had heeded
Cousin Walter’s advice.

*An internet search for Walter Taffy Holden will
reveal the full, amazing story.
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Baba Desi drops in
Danny Nolan

Local Dandenong Ranges legend, Baba Desi,
made a rare trip down the mountain recently
to pay a visit to Boronia and the Mall, in
particular Lincoln’s Bookshop. Recently,
Baba Desi had entrusted a large portion of his
personal collection to Lincoln. The eclectic
collection of over 1,500 books was also to help
de-clutter Baba Desi’s residence, affectionately
named “The Nook.”

The 96-year-old rarely leaves his home base
of Belgrave these days, but made the
exception to visit Lincoln Moncrief, owner
and operator of Lincoln’s Bookshop, who is a
longtime friend. Watching them speak
animatedly over the store's chess table
reminded one of Captain Jack Sparrow and
his grandson.

The colourful Belgrave Wizard with his
trademark staff spent the rest of his trip
enjoying the local shops, adding colour to
wherever he went.

Photo credits Carolyn Pixie Samuel.

Jackson
Taylor MP

Member«-Bayswater

@ Suite 2, Mountain High Centre,

3 High Street, Bayswater Vic 3153

38 0577 K@ Jackson Taylor MP B jackson.taylor@parliament.vic.gov.au
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Your Library & Knox Youth
Services Launches

‘Captured Moments’
Youth Photography Competition

Your Library and Knox Youth Services are calling on
young people to share their unique perspectives
through the 2026 “Captured Moments” Youth
Photography Competition.

Story so far..

Taya the Dragon tamer.

IT PAYS TO
HAVE A WISARD
FOR A FATHER...
HE MAKES AN
EXCi
FIREPROOF
POTION/

PHEW,
I'VE STILL 80T IT.

THIS MAY NOT BE
AS EASY AS T
THOUGHT...

The theme, Connection in Our Community, invites
those aged 12 to 25 who live, study, work, or play in
the City of Knox to document the genuine interactions
and stories that define their local experience. The
competition encourages participants to look beyond
the surface of daily life to find the authentic, human
moments that bring people together. Whether it’s a
quiet conversation at a local café, a high-energy team
huddle, or a shared hobby in a public space, Your
Library is seeking images that reflect the “social glue”
of the Knox community. Sarah Hopkins, Your
Library’s Chief Experience Officer, said: “The
competition is an opportunity for young people to
reflect on the things that inspire a sense of community
in their lives. By exhibiting all submitted works in
the library, we hope to spark further reflection and
conversation. Our aim is to celebrate the creativity of
young people in our community and to showcase their
unique perspectives on the world around us”.

_ IT SEEMS
| I WiLL JUusST HAVE
\ TO CRUSH YOLU,
L 5\ SMALL ONE!

THE LITTLE
ANNOYING ONE
MAKES A 6O0DP
ARGUMENT.

Further information:

Media and general enquiries to: Dr Karina Lamb,

CEO, via communications@yourlibrary.vic.gov.au or
1300 737 277.

Presented by Your Library and the Knox City Council
Youth Services team, with prizes generously donated
by Westfield Knox. To support entrants in honing their
skills, Your Library is also hosting two free, hands-on
workshops with professional photographer Joel
Rainsford on Monday, 13 April at 9:30am (Ages 12-15)
and 1:30pm (Ages 16+), at Knox Library | Ngarrgoo.

COULDN'T
BE THAT
HARD...

Eligibility: Open to young people aged 12—25 who live,
study, work, or play in the City of Knox.

TOBY AND THE MAGIC FENCIL CREATED BY GARY DELLAR.

Theme: Captured moments of connection in our ART BY BEN SULLIVAN. LETTERS BY DARREN CLOSE | To BE CONTINUED... |

community Prizes: Cash prizes will be awarded to
three age groups: 12—15, 16—18, and 18—25.
Competition closes: 31 May 2026

How to enter: View full terms and conditions and

4+
DISCOVER SOMETHING NEW

L I B RA R | ES MON 06 ‘;'MO‘VIEIS AND MAKERS:
| Heist Night

4+ AFTER DARK

enter via: bit.lv/capturedphotocom

MON 09 = LIBRARY CLOSED

+ MON 16 #PUZZLES AFTER DARK
Boronia Library, Mondays

from 5PM-7:30PM ls
MON 23 =YOUR WINTER GARDEN

The Libraries After Dark program is supported by the Victorian Government
- N YOUR w o Please Check Online for Specific Details for Each Night
LIBRARY |
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Supporting the local community

Christmas shines again in Knox

Christmas might be well and truly gone, but the
huge Knox Community Christmas Support
project made it a much brighter Christmas for
more than 900 local families and individuals.

The Knox Community Christmas Support
project is a massive undertaking by the outer
eastern community and involves the support of
50 local businesses and 125 volunteers.

In December it distributed 320 festive food
hampers to recipients that included 598 adults
and 311 youth and children.

Those recipients included 130 families, 53
couples and 136 individuals.

Support was provided to people experiencing
hardship who were referred by community
organisations or who sought assistance directly.
The project helps people across the Knox
council area.

A family’s story

One recipient was Sarah (name changed for
privacy), a 32-year-old single mother living in
private rental accommodation with her two
young children. Sarah works casually in
hospitality, but her hours fluctuate significantly,
especially in the months leading up to Christmas.

During 2025, Sarah struggled with the cost
of living.

Unexpected car repairs in November drained her
savings, leaving her unable to afford Christmas
gifts for the children.

She felt “stretched thin” and worried about
disappointing her kids during the festive season.

Sarah was referred to the Knox Community
Christmas Support project by her child’s school
wellbeing team, who noticed she appeared
overwhelmed and withdrawn during a parent—
teacher meeting.

Although initially reluctant to accept help, she
agreed after learning about the confidential and
community-supported nature of the project

“Everybody was so wonderful, helpful, kind and
caring, it was overwhelming, my heart is full,
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thank you so much. All the food and presents
made such a huge difference to my family at
Christmas,” she said.

Comununity and business contributions

What distinguishes the Knox Community
Christmas Support project is the breadth of
community support it receives.

Each year businesses donate items and collect
donations from the community for Christmas
hampers such as festive food, meat, pantry
staples and toiletries as well as financial
contributions and gift vouchers.

Last Christmas this support enabled the project
to distribute $8,950 in butchers’ vouchers and
256 gift vouchers with a total value of $2,950.

Choice and dignity for recipients

In addition to Christmas hampers and vouchers,
recipients were able to choose from about 600kg
of fruit, vegetables, bread, cakes and 500kg of
non-perishable food so they could cook nutritious
and hearty meals during the festive season that
suited their tastes.

Nearly 1,800 toys and other gifts were also
distributed to children.

Lead donor was the Cummins company which
earned it the title of the project’s 2025 Santa.
The list of prominent donors also included the
Christmas Elves, Bendigo Bank Ferntree Gully,

Knox City Council (through its Emergency Relief
grant), Ray White Ferntree Gully, Inner Wheel
Boronia and Appleby Real Estate.

Project partnerships

Knox Infolink on Boronia Road, in Boronia, is
the lead agency for the project, in partnership
with the Rotary Club of Boronia, Coonara
Community House in Upper Ferntree Gully,
Wantirna Seventh Day Adventist Church,
Volunteer for Knox, RAFT Anglican Church in
Rowville and Restore Community Care in Rowville.

The Christmas hampers are assembled by a big
group of volunteers in a mammoth operation
over two big days.

Last year was the 15th year of the project and it’s
estimated more than 10,000 people during that
time have enjoyed some Christmas cheer and
the knowledge they are part of a community that
cares about them.

For further information contact Knox Infolink
centre manager:

Penny Robinson, Knox Infolink manager,
Phone: 9761 1325 email:

pennyr@knoxinfolink.org.au

See well
Weisz Family Optical

Est. 1969

245 Dorset Road, BORONIA
Phone: 9762 3998

The Internet

Laundrette

7 Alpine Street, Ferntree Gully www.laundrette.com.au
(close to Foodworks)

7am to 9pm Every Day 24 hours with entry code

60Ib (27kg) wash from $8*
201b (9kg) wash from $3*

* Night Rate using tokens
FREE soap and softener on some machines

<Jumbo Machines ideal for
Doonas & Blankets
<Dedicated Large Machine for
Workwear & Petwear
<Drying Only is Welcomed

| Internet Kiosk & Wireless Hotspot |

0419 367 267 0405 026 849
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Submit YWI
entries here:

Free Entry
$50 Prize
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April Young Writer Award winner: Audrey
Year 6, Boronia Heights Primary School.

I reached down and rubbed his neck—his
favourite spot. His fur was warm and thick
beneath my fingers, softer than it looked. For
a moment he stayed perfectly still, and then
he gave a soft, almost silent bark, the sound
barely louder than a breath.

Tazzy’s Silent Stare

He looked at me shyly, avoiding eye contact as if
he’d been caught doing something he shouldn’t.
His stripes were longer and darker than a
zebra’s, curling across his orange fur like
shadows in tall grass. Even though this deadly
creature was smaller than a grey wolf, he could
hunt prey as big as a kangaroo without breaking
a sweat. His muscles shifted under his fur every
time he moved, quiet and powerful.

“There you are,” I whispered with a smile.

I scratched his neck again, slowly, the way he
liked it. His ears flicked, and his tail twitched
against the grass. Finally, he lifted his head
and looked up at me. His bright eyes
softened, the strange focus disappearing as
he leaned gently into my hand.

Tazzy stared into the empty space behind me,
his golden eyes wide and focused on something I
couldn’t see. The wind rustled softly through the

trees, carrying the smell of damp earth and 1 laughed quietly.
eucalyptus leaves. I glanced over my shoulder, . , )
half-expecting something to be there, but there There’s my boy.

was nothing—just the silent forest stretching
endlessly.

We’d been friends since birth, yet he still drifted
away like this sometimes, lost in a world only he
seemed to understand.

He nudged my arm with his nose, a low
rumble purring in his chest. The fierce hunter
who could chase down animals twice his size
suddenly looked more like the same curious
cub I'd grown up with.

“How rude,” 1 teased nervously, folding my My favourite Tazzy Tiger.

arms. “Ignoring me like that.” But after a moment, his ears twitched again.

But he didn’t move. And once more, his eyes drifted past me...

“Oh, Tazzy, please,” I sighed. staring into the forest behind my back.

Fun Healthy Easter
Breakfasts to try

start the day than with an adorable, fun breakfast?

Bunny Pancakes:

Easter morning is such a special time, and what better way to

BBCN Young Writers Initiative is proudly
supported by the Bendigo Bank, who provide
all of the prize money for individual students
and schools. Bendigo Bank have invested
$6000 over the past 3 years into the
initiative, as well as providing additional
grants for BBCN to suport promotion of not-
for-profit communities in Boronia and The
Basin. THANK YOU!

Boronia & The Basin
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March Young Writers Initiative Award being
accepted by Boronia resident Maya, who now
attends a secondary college in Ringwood.

Maya is a member of the Knox Write Now
program that released the youth-authored
book "Fables form the Foothills" (available to
borrow from Knox Library). Maya is also a
previous winner of a YWI Award.

Yes, you can win more than once! Each
student can win one $50 award each year.
Monthly winners are considered for the best
contribution for the year award, which
attracts $200!

Bunny Pancakes are an easy and creative way to bring joy to the
breakfast table. These fluffy pancakes are decorated with
strawberries, blueberries, and whipped cream to resemble a
bunny’s fluffy behind, making them a hit with kids and adults
alike!

Bunny Eggs:

Scrambled or fried eggs can be made much more appealing to
kids by turning them into bunnies. Try bacon for ears, chives or
grated cheese for whiskers and blueberries or olives for a nose!
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Joy Shelley

Introducing your pet to a newborn

L ast month we welcomed another grandchild
into our family. As previously agreed we

collected our two fur grandchildren for minding
during their stay in hospital.

When we visited the parents in hospital, they
asked us to take home one of the wraps and a
jumpsuit that the baby had used and put it in
the dogs’ beds so that they could be introduced
to the baby’s smell. We also kept the dogs until
they were settled in at home before bringing
them back to the house.

Just like preparing your firstborn child for a new
baby, you can also begin preparing your pet well
before the baby arrives. Your furry family member,
once the center of attention, will need time to
adjust to this big change. There are lots of things
you can do to make this a smooth transition.

During your pregnancy you can let your pet sit
next to you and get them used to the growing
baby. In the later months of pregnancy, pets can
detect movement and possibly even the heartbeat.
Our first fur baby often sat with her head on the
growing tummy and was very comfortable sitting

Arelyoulaniedg?
albunnyjoajcannot

You like to...

a. Hop everywhere
b. lie in the sun

c. stay cool

Your friends are...
a. bouncy and fun
b. quiet

c. full of surprises

Your clothes are...
a. always fluffy

b. bright colours

c. rainbow

You are...

a. loving and happy
b. happy by yoursellf
c. silly and playful

You're a fun and
wacky character
who loves being
delightfully

Mostlg c’s:
Youre an egg!
unpredictable!

Mostly a’s:
You're a bunny!
Hopping around
in your cozy fluff
and hanging with
your furry crew is
your jam!

Mostlg b's:
Youre a carrot!
Your perfect day
is soaking up the
sun on a bright
towel all by
yourself!!

Activity credit: Alicia Geddes

with the mother and baby when it arrived. By
the time the next baby arrived she had
started delivering her ball into the baby
bouncer in an effort to start the training of
the newborn early.

Before the birth you can also gradually
introduce the sights, sounds, and smells of a
baby. Play recordings of baby cries, bring
home baby lotion or powder, and let your pet
sniff these new scents. If certain areas of the
home will become off-limits—such as the
nursery— put up any gates or barriers early.

When it’s time for the first introduction, keep
it slow and supervised. Have someone let
your pet burn off some energy with play or a
walk. First greet your pet without your baby,
then allow your pet to explore the baby’s
blanket or worn clothes to get familiar with
their scent. Then, while you or another trusted
adult holds the baby securely, let your pet
observe from a comfortable distance. Use a
soothing tone and reward calm curiosity with
gentle praise or a treat. Avoid forcing
interaction—patience will help the bond
develop naturally. Pets are most often curious
about the new arrival but some breeds may
be inclined to be aggressive towards it.
You should always supervise interactions
between your baby and your pet, no
matter how trustworthy your animal may
seem.

In the weeks after
your baby’s
arrival, it’s
important to
maintain your
pet’s routine as
much as possible.
Regular feeding
times, walks, and
play sessions
provide comfort
and stability.
Even brief
moments of
affection—like a
belly rub or a tossed toy—remind your pet
they’re still loved and included. Give them a
treat when you need to spend a lot of time
with your baby, like when you’re breastfeeding
or changing nappies.

With patience, structure, and
affection, your pet will soon see the
baby as part of their pack, and you’ll
nurture a bond that can bring years of
companionship, protection, and love.
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Water fun for the Knox District Cubs
Nicole Klep, District Leader of Cub Scouts.

On Sunday the 22nd of February, 110
Cubs from Knox District and 22 Cubs
from 1st West Waverley descended on
the Guide and Scout Water Activities
Centre in Sandringham for a full day
of adventure. They were supported by
30+ leaders/parents, plus all the
volunteer leaders from the water
activities centre.

Cubs tried out stand up paddle boards,
kayaks and sailing yachts. They swam
and floated in their PFD’s (personal
flotation devices) and had fun on the
beach building sand castles and burying one another.

Cubs learnt how to put on a PFD, how to care for their PFD and the
equipment they used. They had to wash the PFD’s and boats at the end of the
day, which was all part of their badge work.

The weather was warm, we had some rain throughout the day, but despite
the rain many Cubs are keen to go again.

If you are interested in trying Scouting go to: https://scoutsvictoria.com.au/
locations/all-groups/

1st The Basin, Boronia
and 8th Knox are the
local Scout Groups. You
can try three nights for
free! So come along
and join in the fun.
Scouting is for youth
from age 5 to 26 years
and after 26 lots of fun
is to be had by
becoming a leader!
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The "Other" Footy

Pre-season training is well underway for the
Eastern Raptors Rugby League Club, with strong
numbers attending sessions across both junior
and senior grades. There’s a real sense of energy
around the club this year, with returning
players and plenty of new faces contributing to
a positive and enthusiastic start.

EASTERN

RAPTORS

RUGBY
LEAGUE

The club will once again field mixed teams from
Under-6 through to Under-12, welcoming players
from as young as four years old and providing a fun

and supportive introduction to rugby league. Encouragingly, interest in the
girls-only Under-12 team continues to grow, reflecting the increasing
participation of girls in rugby league across Victoria.

Our Under-13 boys will take the field this season under a new coaching
group, while the Under-15 boys continue to build on their squad and
develop their skills as they prepare for the year ahead. Across all junior
grades, coaches have been focusing on developing strong fundamentals,
teamwork and, most importantly, ensuring every player enjoys their
rugby league experience.

At senior level, preparations have also been positive. The Senior Men
return following their 2025 Second Grade Premiership success and are
working hard through the pre-season to maintain high standards heading
into the new campaign. The club is also excited to welcome back its
Senior Women’s side in 2026, adding further strength and depth to the
Raptors program.

Off the field, the Eastern Raptors remain a proudly family-orientated
club. Saturday game days continue to bring together players, families
and supporters, creating a welcoming community atmosphere and a
great environment for people of all ages to enjoy rugby league.

With player numbers tracking well and preparations progressing smoothly,
the Eastern Raptors are looking forward to another strong season in 2026.
Anyone interested in playing, volunteering or learning more about the club
is encouraged to reach out through the club’s social media channels.

Sugar and Your Teeth: What Really Causes Cavities?

ost people know sugar isn't great for their

teeth, but many don't fully understand
why. The truth is, sugar itself doesn't directly
cause cavities—it's what happens after you eat it
that leads to tooth decay.

How Cavities Actually Form

Your mouth naturally contains bacteria. When
you eat or drink something sugary, those
bacteria feed on the sugar and produce acids as
a by-product. These acids attack the enamel, the
hard outer layer of your teeth.

If this acid exposure happens frequently, the
enamel begins to weaken and break down. Over
time, this damage can create small holes in the
tooth, known as cavities.

It's Not Just “Bad Foods”

While sweets like chocolate, lollies, and desserts
are obvious sources of sugar, many everyday
foods also contain hidden sugars. Some
common culprits include:

« Soft drinks, sports drinks, and fruit juices

» Sweetened coffee and tea

Boronia Dental Team

« Flavoured yogurts
 Processed snacks and sauces

Sipping sugary drinks throughout the day can
actually be worse than eating something sweet,
because it keeps your teeth under constant acid
attack.

Tips to Protect Your Teeth

The good news is that cavities are largely
preventable with a few simple habits:

« Brush your teeth twice a day
« Floss daily to remove plaque between teeth
« Drink water after sugary foods or drinks

» Try to keep sugary snacks to mealtimes rather
than grazing throughout the day

« Visit your dentist regularly for check-ups and
professional cleaning

Final Tip: You don't have to eliminate sugar to
protect your teeth. The key is moderation and
good oral hygiene. With proper care and regular
dental visits, you can enjoy your favourite treats
while keeping your smile healthy.

?f'/{ Boronia Dentist

Professionally servicing Boronia
and surrounds since 1981

Family Friendly
Pragmatic advice
Emergency and planned
dental care

»* New patients welcome

> * *
0.. 0.0 ..0

*

& 0397625552
@ info@boroniadentist.com.au
/ﬁ\ Suite 1, 178 Boronia Road
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Message from Cr. Paige Kennett

Knox Council provide a wide range of grant programs. I visited a number
of recipients this month, so I thought I would share a few of these
worthy organisations.

KERN (Knox Eastern Relief Network) is a group of organisations that deliver
emergency relief to those in need within Knox, providing food parcels, vouchers,
community meals, op shops, job search assistance and other supports. Council
supported these organisations with funding to assist in delivering these critical
services. Contact Infolink Boronia for more information.

Coonara Community House in FTG received funding for a program, ‘She
Connects’, delivering arts, wellbeing and health support. The program will
run over the year, and all are welcome to attend. To find out more, call
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preserving Australian Jazz music. To find out more, the museum
welcomes visits during operating hours. Check out their website.
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Anchor received grant funding, which went towards a program called
‘Books and Boots’, in direct support of foster families in Knox, providing
trauma-informed literacy and numeracy tutoring alongside access to
local sports, helping to remove barriers that often prevent young people
in care from participating fully in school and in their communities.

Council also provided funding to assist Knox
residents with the costs of competing or
performing at a State, National or
International level in a variety of sports, il
arts and environmental initiatives. I'm
pleased to share that there were another
five successful applicants to add to the 14

Coonara House.

The Australian Jazz Museum in Wantirna, operated by volunteers, is home
to the largest Australian Jazz collection! The museum received funding from
the Council to purchase two new computers to continue its work in

recipients already this FY.
Congratulations to all grant recipients.

KES is seeking volunteers with horticultural and nursery experience

The Knox Environment Society

L (KES) is an organisation of
approximately 350 members

// interested in environmental

/ : issues at a local, state, national,
Va 7

and international level. We are
KNoX

active in trying to lobby for the
care and protection of our local
ENVIRONMENT
SoclIeTY

fauna, flora and open spaces and
in encouraging people to provide
habitat for our local species
within their own gardens.
As many locals would know, we also run a nursery in Ferntree
Gully. Here we grow approximately 60,000 local indigenous
plants annually, of which about 75% are sold to members of
the public for their gardens, and 25% go to orders. Our orders
come from various sources, including Councils (Knox,

Maroondah and Yarra Ranges), Friends groups, schools
and a range of other commercial and private individuals.

All our work at the Nursery is done by our amazing volunteers
who carry out all the tasks needed to run such a large
commitment. Plants are grown via three main methods —
seed, cuttings and division. Of these, seeds provide the main
bulk and variety of the plants produced, and volunteers are
very busy during the summer months collecting the number
and variety of seed we require.

To streamline our processes, we have put a lot of effort into
data collection to hone in on the correct sowing method,
sowing time, seed viability, germination time and season and
pricking out plants to ensure a great product.

Whilst KES is always looking for volunteers, we are particularly
keen to find some volunteers with horticultural and nursery
management qualifications and/or nursery experience who
are willing to help our seed production team and our general
nursery management team.

The volunteers would be most valuable if they could come on
a regular weekly basis. Whilst we are a volunteer group, we
would be willing to offer compensation for transport and
other reasonable expenses to the right person.

If anyone is interested in helping the KES they can contact

us on president@kes.org.au We will then organise a time for you to come in and look at
the nursery, what we do and how you can help.

A bright choice for the summer months

Common Everlasting Chrysocephalum
apiculatum, with its bright yellow flowers,
will provide a long-lasting splash of colour for
spring and summer. As a member of the
daisy family, it is ideal for a sunny, well-
drained position and will look great in a
cottage garden. As a plant that is widespread
across southern Australia, it is tolerant of a
wide range of conditions. Low-growing, it will
reach up to 30-40 cm in height, but will
spread to 1-2 m, making it ideal for rockeries.

Prune regularly to encourage new growth.
Cherish Common Everlasting in your garden as it is an
important food plant for the butterfly, Australian Painted Lady
Vanessa kershawi.

Seed gerition polyhouse Seedlingé being picke out
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PMHERE TOHELP!

My Aston Electorate Office can
assist you with information about
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Federal Government services,
including:

Services Australia

National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)
Medicare

Australian Taxation Office (ATO)
Immigration, citizenship and customs
Passports

Pensions,and My Aged Care

Child support

Getintouch

—
© mary.doyle.mp@aph.gov.au
@ Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Hwy,
Wantirna South, VIC 3152
O (03) 98873890

® www.marydoyle.com.au

0 © @marydoylemp

Veterans' Affairs

ary Doylel¥?
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Authorised by M.Doyle, ALP, Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South VIC 3152

Breakfast Cereal Toys

or Serial Collectors?
Danny Nolan

In Australia and around the world, cereal premiums were
a big thing. A cereal premium is a promotional item, like
a toy or prize, that is included inside or advertised on a
cereal box as an incentive to encourage its purchase.

It’s hard to believe these days that cheap little toys given
away free in the 1960’s now control huge prices and are
a much sought after item for (predominantly) men over
a certain vintage.

They were manufactured by Rosenhain & Lipmann
(commonly called R & L) and were small plastic toys that
were very popular in the 1960’s and to some extent the
1970’s. Manufactured in Port Melbourne, they came in
boxes of Kellogg's and Sanitarium breakfast cereal. They
were massive in their day, even supplying overseas markets.

Some of the most popular of these toys come from the
mind of UK cartoonist Harry Hargraves. Hargraves was a
popular cartoonist in his native England and decided to try
a new life with his family in Australia in the late 1960’s. It
was here that Bruno Lippman (the L in R&L) saw his work
and invited him to create and design some original concepts.
It was from here that he created the Camel Train, Toolie
birds, Crater Critters, and the Totem Tribe - names that
still resonate and are highly valued by collectors.

R & L and these types of premiums peaked in the mid-
1970’s but became a distant memory by the 1990’s when
the scene shifted.

Even though breakfast cereal is still popular and commands a whole aisle in supermarkets, toys
are no longer a selling point. The market was hijacked by the fast-food chains and proprietary
items and franchises from movies, TV shows, popular books and comics. The advent of
electronic media was also a nail in the coffin of most physical toys. But another aspect had
changed, with regulations and the makeup of the premiums.

Toys these days have to pass the ‘gullet test.” A block of aluminium with a 3.5 cm (an inch &
a quarter) hole in the middle that represents a child’s windpipe. If any new prototype or
part thereof slips through, it doesn’t get made.

In his book Searching for Kingly Critter, Barry Divola travelled around Australia exploring
the R&L history and the people who are obsessed with collecting these small pieces of plastic.
There are police, television producers, accountants, and computer experts all constantly on the
search for the elusive item to complete their collection. Some are happy to have a certain piece as
it is, others need it to be in original condition - in the original cellophane packaging if possible.

They search op shops, trash & treasure markets, garage sales
and antique malls. They constantly trawl eBay for new listings.
One has compiled an encyclopedia of every known item, its
production date, available colours, short runs and even items
that have production mistakes but still made it into the boxes.
That book is Breakfast Barons Cereal Critters and the Rosenhain
& Lipmann Legacy by Craig Hall.

It’s known as the Bible in the world of cereal toy collectors.

Why do they do it? To relive that childhood joy, the thrill of
the hunt, historical passion or just because it’s cheaper and a
lot less messy than other hobbies?

Popular Melbourne Herald cartoonist WEG designed a set of
funny pop musicians, which became huge in Japan, but were
never seen in Australia and are now hugely collectable. It was
revealed he didn’t even know they went into manufacture
until years later. Before you think it, every collector has heard
the phrase “I'm sure I have some of those in a box at home” a
thousand times, and nobody ever does.
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From Food to Belonging:
How CHAMPION Changes Lives

Tamara Bouzo, Leader
Communications & Promotions Committee

When change needs a CHAMPION, sometimes the
most powerful thing you can do is stop, listen and
truly capture the stories that usually stay unseen.

CHAMPION did exactly that.

For the first time, CHAMPION undertook a full
qualitative review of its work beyond food relief,
by listening deeply to the people who walk through
its doors. Through the “Your Voice Matters”
survey and community consultations, clients,
volunteers and supporters shared how a simple

visit for food often becomes something much
bigger: a lifeline, a place to breathe, a reminder
that they belong.

Behind this report sits months of care and effort.
Staff and volunteers formed a working group to
design a survey that felt safe, grounded and
human, not clinical or cold. They shaped questions
that invited honest stories: about hunger, yes, but
also about loneliness, hope and the quiet courage
it takes to ask for help. Responses were gathered
over several months from a diverse mix of people
who use and support CHAMPION, then carefully
read, coded and analysed to draw out patterns,
themes and powerful proof of impact.

The result is CHAMPION's first social impact
report — a document that doesn’t just say what
CHAMPION does but shows what it means. It
captures how access to food relief eases impossible
choices, how a non-judgemental welcome can lift
the weight of shame and how connection turns a
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point. It puts CHAMPION firmly on the map as
a place creating measurable, meaningful change
in people’s lives. With clear evidence and heartfelt
stories in hand, CHAMPION is now better
equipped to apply for grants, approach sponsors
and build partnerships with service providers
who want to invest where the impact is real.
Funders and collaborators can see, clearly and
in people’s own words, the difference CHAMPION
makes every single week.

Most importantly, this initiative strengthens
CHAMPION’s future. The findings will also
guide program improvements, shape new ideas
and ensure services stay responsive to the
community’s needs. The report is a tool, a
calling card and a promise — that the voices
shared through this process will keep shaping
what CHAMPION does next.

Because when every voice is heard, every act of
support goes further. And when a community
comes together around those voices, change
doesn’t just happen — it has a CHAMPION.

*Name changed for

privacy reasons
pantry into a community. It honours stories like
Jenny’s*, where support with groceries, counselling Scan the QR code
! . to download the
and simple human kindness helped transform fear report

and isolation into safety and possibility.

This report is more than a record; it is a turning

Participants are shaping the 50s+ program
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Elm St Mission is now open 4 days a week: adding Thursdays to the
mix. “Our new program, 50s+ Friends, has started on Thursday
afternoons and we’re enjoying meeting new people,” said Ethne
Pfeiffer, Program Coordinator. “Everyone has life experiences,
skills, interests and aspirations that are unique. Sharing stories
is the ideal way to get to know one another. And we learn from each
other. For example, I didn’t know you can have an introductory
scuba diving experience if you're a non-swimmer!”

Ethne added, “This group is for social connection for people
aged 50+ and participants are now shaping what we do each
week. From playing board games to web searches on topics
of interest. There’s scope for physical activity, making light
snacks together and more.”

The sessions are relaxed and conversational, with free coffee,
tea and snacks.

50s+ Friends is on Thursdays from 1:00pm — 2:30pm at Elm St Mission, in Bayswater.

Care4Carers also runs on Thursdays from 10:30am — 12:00pm. The women carers
who attend also have input into the sessions. “The women are fantastic at sharing
information about local services and events for carers. The easy bonding and support
make these sessions so valuable. Plus it’s precious time that women carers can take
for themselves.”

Open Door is Elm St Mission’s core program which runs on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays — 10:00am to 2:00pm. It continues to provide connection for younger
and older adults experiencing mental health challenges or social isolation. “The
music sessions on Wednesday and Friday mornings are very popular,” said Ethne,
“and we are increasing our focus on armchair exercise on Monday afternoons.” Even
small amounts of exercise have a positive mental health outcome.

Their latest project has been adding a few small garden beds so that people can help
grow and harvest healthy food. “It’s a modest start, but we’re getting positive
responses from our visitors and passersby. Social connection, movement and contact
with nature are good for all of us!”

For more information
Phone: 0428 330 873

Email:
info@elmstmission.org.au

Address: Elm St Mission, 654
Mountain Highway, Bayswater

Web: elmstmission.org.au
Facebook: ElmStMission

Image source — Pexels, Kampus
Production

Elm St Mission Garden
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New plan for dogs and cats endorsed

A new plan aims to further support responsible
dog and cat ownership in Knox and will guide
Council’s animal management focus areas over
the next four years.

The Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-
2029 has been developed after reviewing
feedback from more than 473 submissions from
community members, including dog and cat
owners, non-pet owners, park and reserve users
and domestic animal businesses.

Knox is home to about 16,640 registered dogs
and 6,482 registered cats.

Some of the main issues identified by
community members and addressed by the plan
include the need for:

* Increased community education about dog off-
leash rules and areas

* Solutions to address the problem of dog waste
not being collected and disposed of properly.

* Potential solutions to cat management

* Education and communication campaigns to
increase community awareness of responsible

pet ownership, including registration, desexing,
microchipping and having your dog under
effective control

Over the next four years of the plan, Council will
undertake a range of actions, including:

* Undertake an extensive review of the Council’s
off-leash restrictions, which have not been
reviewed since 2005

* Investigate ways to increase the number of
desexed dogs

* Increase education about responsible pet
ownership to encourage people to pick up after
their dogs

* Implement programs to increase the number
of pet registrations

* Review and update the Council’s barking dog
process and the information provided to support
the community

* Deliver free or low-cost dog training sessions
for the community

* Review animal management rules and
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associated fines as part of the Knox Local Law
Review

* Explore what a community cat program or cat
desexing initiative could look like for Knox

Council will continue to provide the first year of
registration free for any cat or dog purchased
from a registered animal shelter.

Registrations for cats and dogs are due for
renewal by 10 April. Up-to-date information is
vital in helping the Council reunite lost pets with
their owners.

Knox Cat Owners concerned about the proposed new pet management plan

During March, the BBCN received submissions regarding
Knox Council’s New Domestic Animal Plan. The endorsed
plan outlines measures to encourage responsible cat and
dog ownership. Along with an outline of the plan, we
received letters from people concerned about how this
affects the cat population of Knox.

The Council’s Animal Plan looks at some of the important
issues in dog ownership: registration, cleaning up after
dogs, off-leash restrictions, and desexing. It also promises
to explore a cat desexing program and a community cat
program, which have sparked the interest of our readers.

There are three points in the plan that relate to cats. Two
of those, ‘implement programs to increase the number of
pet registrations’, and ‘review animal management rules
and associated fines as part of the Knox Local Law
Review’, apply to all animals. But it is the third point that
sparks interest: ‘Explore what a community cat program
or cat desexing initiative could look like for Knox’.

The Australian Pet Welfare Foundation
(petwelfare.org.au), Knox Advocats and private citizens
have asked the council to consider a Community Cat
Program instead of relying on a ‘Cat Curfew’ and other
existing strategies. They say that Cat curfews and current
methods have been criticised as being expensive, cruel for
the animals, and ineffective as shelters are overwhelmed
with euthanasia as the current alternative, and the mental
health of the staff is being affected.

They consider a Community Cat Program to be a more
targeted approach, and the needs of different areas are
identified, and strategies are adapted to suit those needs.
One of the strategies includes offering free microchipping
and desexing, particularly for stray cats and ‘semi-owned’
cats. ‘Semi-owned’ cats are cats without owners but who are
being fed by people. These cats would be eligible for

Kim Hanson
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desexing despite not having registered owners. This would also reduce one of the
deterrents to adopting a cat. Along with enabling people to feed multiple strays, more
cats will have someone responsible for them, and therefore cause fewer problems.

The initial reaction is often a concern about cost. In a letter to Knox Council on the 20th
of February, the Australian Pet Welfare Foundation estimates that the cost for
impounding a cat and caring for it is about $500, and the cost for desexing could be
around $200-$250. In councils where these programs have been run, a 30% -50%
decrease in impounded cats has been noted.

Other benefits have been observed for councils that take on a Community Cat Program,
and studies have been undertaken looking at the results of the programs. If you would
like more information, the Australian Pet Welfare Foundation has a section on its
website dedicated to the programs (petwelfare.org.au).

Thank you to them, and to KnoxAdvocats for their information on the subject.
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Pet's Piece

Dr Gianne Ficatas, Veterinarian Boronia Vet Clinic

The Hidden Dangers
of Sticks

For many dogs, playing fetch with a stick is part
of their daily routine. It’s simple, accessible, and
instinctive, especially for high-energy breeds
like Kelpies. However, what seems like harmless
fun can, in rare cases, lead to severe and life-
threatening injuries.

cmmmmy Recently, we
treated a case

that highlights

{ just how
dangerous sticks
can be.

A young Kelpie,
approximately
three years old,
was running
¢ withalarge

"W stick estimated
to be around 40
cm in length when she jumped lively and landed
awkwardly, causing the stick to become lodged
and penetrate the left side of her throat.

Penetrating stick injuries are often far more
severe than they initially appear. While the
external wounds may seem minor, the internal
trauma can extend deep into critical structures
of the neck.

On initial examination under general
anaesthesia, along with X-rays, significant soft
tissue damage was identified. However, X-rays
primarily assess bones and the lung tissue, and
we were unable to fully evaluate the extent of
the injury with this imaging modality. More
advanced, three-dimensional imaging, such as a

Boronia Veterinary Clinic

& Animal Hospital

181 Boronia Road, Boronia
(cnr Langwith Ave)

Phone: 9762 3177

www.horoniavets.com.au

*Serving the community for over 45 years”

With over 20 veterinarians, we are one of
the largest, privately owned, single site,
general practice veterinary hospitals in
Melhourne.

Our commitment is to provide diverse
options to the entire community.

The clinic offers extended consulting
hours, and our hospital provides round-
the-clock care 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year. Our existing clients enjoy a 24

| hour service. )

CT scan, is often required in these cases. At the
time, the wound was thoroughly flushed and
partially repaired, including suturing lacerated
tissue within the cheek. The owners were
advised that her condition could worsen and to
monitor her closely overnight.

Despite initial treatment, her condition declined
dramatically within 24 hours. She became
severely lethargic, developed a high fever, and
was unable to eat, drink, stand, or move
comfortably. She was also persistently drooling
and regurgitating.

This rapid deterioration raised concern for
deeper injury and developing infection that had
not been fully apparent during the initial
assessment. She was urgently referred to
Southpaws Specialty Surgery for Animals for
advanced imaging and specialist surgical care.

Further diagnostics revealed a torn oesophagus
which is a serious and challenging condition.
The oesophagus has a limited ability to heal, and
leakage of saliva and bacteria into surrounding
tissues can quickly lead to widespread infection.
Major surgical intervention was required, along
with drainage of multiple abscesses. Blood tests
showed a critically low white blood cell count,
indicating overwhelming infection. Her immune
system was severely compromised, making her
highly vulnerable to further complications, and
her overall prognosis was guarded.

Severe infections are a common complication of
stick injuries due to bacteria being driven deep
into tissue planes. Sticks pose several significant
risks, particularly for dogs that run while
carrying them, especially active, fast-moving
breeds. To reduce the risk, consider safer
alternatives such as rubber fetch toys, balls, or
purpose-designed chew toys.

Avoiding sticks altogether is a simple but
important step in protecting your dog from
potentially devastating injuries. After this
experience, the owners have made it clear that
they would never choose a stick again.

insert brain here

by woodsy
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Clue-d Into The 1812
Theatre

Patrick Kelly

I'm not one for the
theatre. Not because I
don’t like it — I've just
never been. So, when
my partner said she
was heading along to
the 1812 Theatre with
her mum and
grandma to see their
production of Clue, I thought why not? Spoiler
alert: It was a good decision.

From humble beginnings at The Hut Gallery in the
1940’s, the Theatre now finds itself tucked away on
Rose Street, just off the Burwood Highway in
Upper Ferntree Gully, having taken over a derelict
theatre in the early 1970s. The 1812 Theatre is just
about as close to a local icon as you can get.

Walking through the unassuming facade, you're
immediately welcomed by the wood-panelling, rich,
deep green wallpaper, and a warm smile from one
of the 1812 volunteers, show program in hand.
Grabbing a beer (yes, please) and a choc-top
(double yes please!) from their kiosk, we filed into
The Lowe Auditorium alongside over 150 other
locals. Every single seat was filled — it was a sellout.

Clue — authored by Jonathan Lynn and directed
by Rob Blowers — is based on the 1985 film of
the same name, itself based

Set in Boddy Mansion, the six
dinner guests find themselves

2 . “embroiled in murder, blackmail
and mayhem.” And it’s hilarious
from the moment it begins.

Each member of the cast was spectacular and
made use of every inch of the stage — Colonel
Mustard, played by Patt Ryan, was a crowd
favourite. Cleverly designed and constructed sets
made it feel the audience was along the journey
through a rabbit-warren of a mid-century manor.

After the show and a complimentary sparkling
wine or two (no, I wasn’t driving!), I got chatting
with one of the volunteers, Chris. Very quickly,
Chris was offering us a guided, behind-the-
scenes tour of the 1812. To say the set-up is
professional is an understatement — from the
director’s box, down to the props, the wardrobe
and dressing rooms — it could easily pass for
Her Majesty’s in Melbourne.

I'm by no means qualified to review a theatre
performance, despite one of the most common
reviews of my own youth being “you’re being
too dramatic, Pat.” But the entire experience at
the 1812 Theatre was exceptional, in this layman’s
eyes at least.

I guess I am one for the theatre now!
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Boronia and The Basin Local Services Directory - Support your local businesses

Stumpy the B @ YN ARY Hassie Free || Doongalla (BAYLISS )
B- L'--xm \ Gardening Plumbing. % PLUMBING —, &
Stump Remover S/ -?\\ Goy Ninjos || wobie: T SERVICES =38
* Specialist Stump LANDSCAPING 0410 644 098 24AI-IIIrGEmergleg;::y Sl‘;t_arvizes
Annual Rose Pruning * Retaining walls ) * Lawn Mowing * Slashing Phone: e*_'l'?:fa umbing
T el DA - .. ||:ooenvenece || 9762422 .o, | GesFing Helt coo
A0 Call Shannon Any Size - Free Quotes e s * Gutter Cleaning * Pruning , _ . pairs.
| Quality Landscap]ng at * Pre Sale Clean Ups * Maintenance  * Drainage
0490052223 Call Ross Affordable prices. AL sniontbing + Repairs # Sewers Blocked Drains
Experisnced Carcener. 3 9762 5813 Free quotes . » Machine Cleaned
Free Visit& Quote i lie: 0417 787 304 Hot & Cold Roofs &
David 0431290064 || Julie: Gutt
: 0427 101 929 b : admin@gardennin s et ile:
david@dl-landscaping.com.au gardenninja.com.au . Mobile: 0418 388 902 |

MITCHELL Anyplumbing

issue, we can
fix it.

Lowes B Superior /\( *ADE, ]\/] Y
Roof Repairs g / 7
Carport& Roof Plumbing //’”” 2
Pergola Builds ¥ SRR L RS .
:::::;::g T::hr::a:‘?;;u;::: :::J!g: ) -{TH'E"H'_\'{._'-’(T:’..-{H.\!H((f. Ex {n rienced 0477 555 308 mitchellplumbing.com.au

Re-Gutter 0412214920 * Taps, Hot Water Units * Spouting and Rqofing

Downpipes Gas Fitt -u . . * Burst pipework repairs o)
Mark 1s Fitting * Handyman jobs: tiling, plaster repairs | Ak

Quality is our reputation ADAM - (4 ‘;8 ‘{ 1 0 452 * 1 tonne Excavator and small Tip Truck | = : |

* Blocked Drains, Toilets, Roof Leaks

TREE :
: A
DAWSONS services | i PALING FENCING
- LAa:;:' e e e g it _ Classic Gardens | IRadiabbfiliasie ol
* Hedge Trimming Experts * No Fuss RELIABLE
« Nt Avaliabia * No Mess TREE SERVICES Lawns, Edges and
* FREE Quotes Garden Cleaning FREE QUOTES
* Consulting Arborist > = oteens = wx&u Police Checked - NDIS Approved CALL
$20 million insurance 0409 906 301 e CHRISTOPHER

CUTTREESERVICES.COM.AU e NG Call Janine:

« FREE QUOTES 0432 055 405 0417 357 738

9720 5111 N (.8

Local Community and Club News

CELEBRATE EASTER WITH US!
On Sunday, 5th April at 10:00am at our church, 209 Boronia Road. K nOX U n , t‘,ng C h u rch

Our KNOX UNITING CHURCH minister , REV RUSSELL CROXFORD
will be preaching and serving communion during the service. BORONIA ROAD

Come along and join us on any Sunday morning at 10:00am — we have a

fairly traditional style of service with lots of singing, a children’s segment... ~ WE PROVIDE EMERGENCY FOOD RELIEF each Tuesday and Friday

and fellowship over tea/coffee afterwards. morning from 10:00am till 12 noon when non-perishable foods are given to
While many individuals and not- those who need help at this time. No questions asked.

for-profit groups in our local : ' '
community come to us for food
relief, friendship and a safe place
to hang out, we are very
disappointed to report that there
are a few who abuse our
hospitality by DUMPING
HOUSEHOLD RUBBISH on our
property. This is NOT OK and
impacts financially on our ability
to serve you, our community.
The police have been notified
and our security cameras will be

EVERYONE can be assured of non-judgmental and friendly support. We are
a member of the Knox Emergency Relief Network.

OUR CRAFT GROUP MEETS EACH FRIDAY...from 11:30am at the church.

Bring your lunch and your own craft project - although working on ANY
craft is optional! You are welcome to drop in for a cuppa and a chat. The
kettle is always on.

OUR NEXT MAKERS AND GROWERS MARKET is on Saturday, 2nd May
from 10:00am — 2:00pm. Enquiries or to book a stall - contact 0421 769
067 or irenesmith2 @bigpond.com

For more information about us check out our Facebook page and website, or
phone the church office on 0481 397 007

filming the offenders. www.facebook.com/BoroniaRdUnitingChurch.

A MUSIC GROUP FOR PRE-SCHOOLERS AND THEIR CARERS...is Website: https://boroniaroad.ucavictas.org.au

held each Friday from 9:30am during school terms. The 45 minute

session is led by a trained Music Therapist followed by a BYO morning PLEASE NOTE...

tea - when the carers have the opportunity to get to know each other. All our appointed leaders, employees and volunteers have completed the
Leaders of this program are always on hand to offer support and required Safe Church Training and have current Working With Children

encouragement. Please call Sue on 0402 079 432 for more information. Checks.
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Advertise here - annual cost $225 small, $450 large (Inc. GST) - full details on our website at the "Place an AD" link.

Computer
Problems?

Retired gent,

60 years IT experience,
available to help
with your computer
or Intemet needs.
Business or private

Les: 0411 722 234

> i,
GUTTER-VAC

Clean. Safe...Easy

* Vacuum Gutter Cleaning
* Gutter-Flow Gutter Guard
* Solar Panel Cleaning

* Lichen & Moss Treatment
* Pressure Washing

Contact: Bryan 0437 910 050

Jo's Ironing
Services

$30 per hour
Pick up and Delivery
within 20 km of
Boronia

Formal wear will incur

&xira charges
Phone Jo: 0425 B58 687

- >

"

AUSTRALIAN
BIRD TOURS

v’ Birdwatching

¥ Nature walks

v Local fauna & flora

v’ Bushwalking

v’ Experienced guide
Des 0431 730 362

BirdToursByDes@gmail.com
AustralianBirdTours.com.au

D
PHASEFLOW

¢ MAINS UPGRADES & REPAIRS

¢ SWITCHBOARD UPGRADES

¢ LIGHT AND POWER - DESIGN AND INSTALL
¢ NEW BUILDS - CUSTOM & VOLUME BUILDS
¢ TVERANTENNA

¢ DATA & COMMUNICATIDNS

#  MAINTENANCE

5 1800222543
O goodstart.org.au

[ enrolments@goodstart.org.au -

Eastern Surburbs Electrician
37

Domestic - Commerciol - Mointenonce

10% SENIOR
DISCOUNT!

CALL DAMON ON D413 328 707 FOR A FREE
(UOTE TODAY!

REC 35641

I | BIG KEVSTEClﬂ NOLOGY

Computer & Laptop sales/repairs/upgrades
Wi-Fi or Cabled networks provided

Internet connectivity issues resolved
Printing / Scanning problems rectified
Virus / Malware exterminated

www.bigkevs.au (03) 82032223 PCSales@bigkevs.au

0414 799 602
@3built

uilt.com

We can repair your:
* Coffee Machine
* Microwave
* Vacuum Cleaner
* Kitchen Mixer
* All Small Appliances
We also sell spare
parts!
www.barepairs.com.au
03 9762 1668

PSYCHIC MEDIUM
READINGS

Accurate and Enlightening
Guidance and Direction

Call Lyn 0438786805

LOCAL CARPENTER

Friendly and Reliable Service
Free Quote / Fully Insured
All Aspects of Carpenter
Ring Joseph

0420 422 263

. Licenced Builder
« Custom Homes

. Extensions

- Renovations

WANT CASH?

Cash paid for unwanted & broken gold &
silver jewellery, coins & banknotes.

Call Dante on 0434 437 774 or
Simon on 0419 206 762

Either we can come to you, or
You can visit our business premises.

CROYDON GLASS

Window & Door
Glass Repairs

Glass & Mirror Cut to Size

3 Chandra Ave
Kilsyth South 3137

SG WINDOWS

Window and Gutter
Cleaning

For a free quote contact
Seb

mob: 0483 857 664

* Pet Doors * Splashbacks
*Mirrors * Table Tops

0432 834 992

S— o172
CANMPI'S =

BUILDING GROUP
+ BATHROOM REPAIRS/RENOVATIONS

+» TERMITE & WOOD ROT REPAIRS

« DOOR & WINDOW REPAIRS/REPLACEMENTS

« EXTENSIONS * GENERAL MAINTENANCE
« LICENSED & INSURED - FREE QUOTES

CAMPIS.COM.AU 9850 6611

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN |

Call Ken - 0408 058 394
K JELECTRICAL
SERVICES

AIH - 9762 4055

* Domestic & Commercial
* Free Quotes

REC 28207

* No job too small

e2 S =]
% \,o“* «

Ny S EASTERN Quality at an
6 G x
«-‘3,»" / SUBURBS  2frdabe price.
// LOCKSMITHS  on-site service.
: 9762 K757 info@easternlocksmiths.com.au

223-225 Dorset Road, Boronia
5: For All Security Solutions

Fast Friendly Service - Seniors Discount
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"6/ The Orchard Church of Christ

The Orchard Church of Christ is a thriving
church community with a clear vision for

worship, discipleship, and growth into the
future. This vision includes a strong gospel-centred, outreach-orientated
mission, which has been the catalyst for growth, salvation, discipleship and
baptisms. We believe that multi-generational congregations can better serve
many people’s worship and faith development needs.

Regular Services: (Bayswater campus - 643 Mountain Highway., Bayswater)
Sunday 9:45am, Traditional service

Sunday 10:30am, Relaxed and informal service
Easter Services (Bayswater campus - 643 Mountain Highway., Bayswater)
Good Friday, 3rd April — 9:30am

Mechanical Repairs
Servicing & Maintenance
Stuart Metcalf

Fact. 7/ 15 Macquarie Place
BORONIA 3155

Email: tbauto@aapt.net.au
Fax: 9720 9525

Ph: 9720 9518

N4e N CIeF NIl | A MESSAGE OF HOPE
v SPECIALISTS IN ALL YOLESWAGENS
Audi, Seat & Skoda God has given a message of Hope

* Mechanical Repairs
* Servicing & Maintenance
* Licenced RWC Tester
U12/4 Macquarie Place
Boronia 3155

Phone: 9729 9281
(Melway: 65 A2)

for all people and an invitation to
His future Kingdom.

For further information write to

Yarra Valley Christadelphians
PO Box 516 YARRA GLEN 3775
Email: yvc.vic@gmail.com

Boronia View Club
Voice, Interests, Education of Women

Easter Saturday, 4th April — Easter Egg Hunt — 2:00pm at Marie Wallace
Bayswater Park (Train Park)

Easter Sunday, 5th April — 10:30am Combined Service

Coffee Pot Play Cafe (Bayswater campus - 643 Mountain Highway.,
Bayswater). Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays: 9:30am — 1:00pm.

Community Meal (Boronia campus — 59 Boronia Road., Boronia)

We provide a free, 2-course sit-down meal every Friday, 5:30pm for people in
our community who are struggling to make ends meet. This is a great place
for connecting with others as well. Contact: connect@orchardchurch.org.au

Boronia View will be meeting on: Friday 17 April at 11:30am at Eastwood
Golf Club, Liverpool Road, Kilsyth, for a 2 course lunch followed by a
speaker. There will be a raffle book stall and trading table with all monies
raised going to the 10 Smith Family children that the club sponsors. This
goes to their educational needs. The Club is looking for new members, so
ladies of all ages and backgrounds come along and you will be warmly
welcomed. There are small groups within the club and the occasional
outing.Enquiries to Judith on 9764 8602
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Thinking Of Selling?

| Get the best price for your home.

With over 40 Years of local real estate Knowledge

Boronia 9762 0008

5/3 Floriston Road, Boronia

Call Today for a free, no - obligation market appraisal.
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Kelly Real Estate Group Easter Colouring Competition!

Name:

Age

How to submit? Drop off at the office - Prizes for different age groups - Deadline 15th of April 2026

Parents/ Gaurdian Name & Mobile




