
Last month as the paper was being printed for delivery. John Pernu passed away. 

The June edition celebrated John's achievements with his retirement as President in 

a couple of articles expressing how valuable a member of the team he was. Little 

knowing how short a time he had with us. John’s influence as President was huge. 

John cared for the newspaper, he taught himself just about every role in the paper 

during a tumultuous period that included Covid after longtime practices were caught 

out wanting. It was the perfect storm for collapse but John was more than up to the 

task of setting things right. I can now say without fear of contradiction, that if John 

hadn’t taken the reins, you wouldn’t be reading this paper today.  He not only learned 

old roles, he improved on them and introduced new innovative practices and 

methods. He also brought new people to the paper, not by asking but by setting an 

example that people wanted to be part of his team. The paper to this day has never 

been in better shape and I believe its future is assured thanks to JP as he was 

affectionally known. John discovered he had an aggressive late-stage cancer late last 

year and though he resigned back then he would come to our committee meetings to 

let us know how he was going. He was always positive, though he was often in and 

out of hospital.  

John was a doer, but not an aggressive, must-be-done-my-way person. He was a 

natural leader who handled things deftly and diplomatically. He was a dedicated 

family man, a man who felt he owed and gave back to his community, and above all, 

a really nice guy. John will always be remembered for the two traits that shone 

through almost from the first time you met him. His patience and kindness. Farwell 

JP and condolence to Katrina and your family. Whose loss we won't ever be able to 

comprehend. I only knew you a short time but the impression you left was large. 

Thank you.  



 

 

 


